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 Texas Wins the War 

 
Santa Anna made sure the news of the Alamo slaughter preceded him when he was chasing Sam Houston and the 
Texan’s small army. His arrogant boasting of the Alamo slaughter only boosted the anger of Texans. However, at 
Goliad, Santa Anna demanded the surrender of another band of Texans. The 400 decided that they did not wish to 
be slaughtered like the men at the Alamo, so they raised a white flag in surrender on March 20. Santa Anna offered 
them life in exchange for surrender. The men agreed.  
 
Santa Anna however, was not good to his word. On March 27, Santa Anna ordered the men to line up in three 
columns. Each column was marched out of town on a different road. Then the Mexican soldiers guarding the 
prisoners opened fire, killing most of the defenseless men. A few survivors lived to tell the tale, and it further 
angered the Texans. There would be no more white flags for Texas.  
 
After the massacre at Goliad, Santa Anna marched his troops east to finish off the rebellion. He fully believed that 
his two “victories” proved that his troops, and his skill as a leader, were superior to the Texans who were rebelling. 
 
Meanwhile, off to the east, Gen. Houston had gathered about 900 men and they were ready to fight. However, 
Houston was smart. He knew that compared to the Mexican army, which still numbered about 5,000, that he could 
not fight a traditional battle and win. He also knew that the next battle would be the decisive battle. The Texans 
had to rely on clever asymmetrical warfare, similar to what troops did against the British Army in the U.S. 
Revolutionary war. 
 
Sam Houston gathered his men in a place called San Jacinto very near to what is now the city of Houston. There 
he ran from the Mexicans, much to the dismay of many of his men. They were in a swampy area and Santa Anna 
chased the Texans without much luck. The truth is, Houston was running for a reason. He was leading the 
Mexicans into a trap. The trap was sprung on the afternoon of April 21.  
 
Santa Anna decided his troops needed an afternoon siesta (nap). He plotted strategy, then decided that his personal 
needs should be met before pursuing the Texas army further. While his men took the traditional Mexican afternoon 
siesta, Santa Anna had an afternoon dalliance with a slave. That slave became known as the Yellow Rose of 
Texas. She distracted the Napoleon of the West while Gen. Houston prepared to attack.  
 
At about 3:00 p.m., the Texas army crept up to the mostly sleeping Mexican army. The Texans sprung on the 
Mexicans with battle cries of “Remember the Alamo! Remember Goliad!” The slaughter was unbelievable. In 18 
minutes of furious fighting, somewhere between 1800 and 2000 Mexican soldiers died. Many others were 
wounded. Only 9 Texans were killed, and less than 20 wounded.  
 
Santa Anna traded clothes with a Mexican enlisted man, but one of the Texans found him and brought him to Gen. 
Houston, who was wounded in the leg. Santa Anna feared for his life. He knew the Texans would not spare him.  
 
Sam Houston however, was more interested in Texas independence than revenge. Since Santa Anna was the leader 
of Mexico, his signature on the official surrender documents that granted Texas its freedom was more important 
than the payback for the Alamo and Goliad.  
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 No Mexican soldier had a reason to believe his life would be spared if they lost the battle. Thus, Sam Houston’s 

offer to allow them to live was quite generous. It was also smart, despite the fact that it was not a popular decision 
in the new country of Texas. Having Santa Anna go home in disgrace leading his bedraggled and disarmed army 
served Texas well. Now an independent nation, Texas actually flourished and grew rapidly.  
 
The Texas Revolution and the war for Texas independence was fought for the same reasons as the American 
Revolution. Neither overturned existing governments. They simply created new countries out of former colonies of 
the governments they left intact. Most other successful revolutions in history replaced the existing government.  
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