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________________
By Alan E. Weiner

Attention: matrimonial, real estate, neg-
ligence, and tax attorneys -You have heard
this from me before, right here in The
Suffolk Lawyer1. Those articles were ‘how
to’ articles. This year has a little bit of that
but it’s more of a reminder despite the
Loving2 case. Don’t fail me, or you, now.
It’s time to renew.
The Loving case affected non-licensed

tax professionals (i.e., it does not affect
attorneys, CPAs, and enrolled agents)
when it held that the non-licensed tax pre-
parers do not need continuing education
and competency testing. As an attorney,
you already have been admitted to the bar
and are required to obtain continuing legal
education credits. That exempts you from
additional continuing education and com-
petency testing.
The reason for this alert is that when

Loving was first announced, even some
licensed tax practitioners felt that they no
longer needed to renew their PTIN num-
ber. That is incorrect. You do need to keep
your PTIN active.
The definition of tax preparer/tax practi-

tioner is broad3. It includes anyone giving
tax advice for compensation that can be
used on a tax return (even if you are not the
tax return preparer); for example, a matri-
monial attorney who advises a client on the
deductibility of alimony; a real estate attor-
ney who advises a client as to the amount of
a gain that is taxable from the sale of a prin-
cipal residence; a negligence attorney who
advises a client as to howmuch of the award
will or won’t be subject to tax - they all

might be considered “preparers.”
Providing that you have a cred-

it line of larger than $63 (the
renewal fee), do it now.
The Internal Revenue Service

(“IRS”) has been promoting
PTIN renewal since Halloween
(after the government shutdown
ended).

For renewals:

• Go to www.irs.gov/ptin - PTIN
Requirements for Tax Return
Preparers.

• Click on “RenewYour PTIN.”
• Enter your User ID and Password to
log in.

• “Select” “PTIN Renewal.”
• All of your information is pre-popu-
lated.You will not need your 2012 tax
information.

• You will have a few questions to
answer such as whether you were
convicted of a felony.

• You will need your supervisor’s PTIN
if you are not qualified in your own
right such as being an attorney, CPA,
EA, or one of the other specified cat-
egories.

• Enter your professional designation
information (such as attorney and/or
CPA and/or EA, if you are one).

• Payment with your credit card should
be easy.

• You’ll have the opportunity to print
whichever screens you want.

• Later the same evening, or the next
day, you will receive a “PTIN

Renewal Welcome Letter”
email. It tells you to log back
into the system to retrieve a
message. The message is a let-
ter starting with “We’ve accept-
ed your 2014 renewal for your
Preparer Tax Identification
Number (PTIN).” You’re good
to go! In fact, the second page
of the Welcome Letter has a
wallet size PTIN identification
card that you can cut out and

carry along with you right next to the
photo of a loved one.

Miscellany
The IRSmaintains a database of the infor-

mation that you submit with your PTIN
application and renewal. Much of this infor-
mation is easily obtainable on a CD for $35
by private entrepreneurs under the Freedom
of Information Act (“FOIA”)4. The released
information does not include your PTIN.
You may have received communica-

tions, via email or hard copy, asking you
to verify your PTIN information. It may
look official but it’s not. If you respond
with your PTIN, and possibly other non-
available information, you can expect
more emails and correspondence from the
private entrepreneur and from whomever
he/she sells it to.

Some allowable thoughts to reduce PTN
clutter

• Create a separate (but valid) email
address for your PTIN application or
renewal.

• Use a P.O. Box as the business
address. Note that your personal mail-
ing address is not released under a
FOIA request.

• Obtain a separate business telephone
number for use on the PTIN renewal.

Still have questions? Access the
“Requirements for Tax Return Preparers:
Frequently Asked Questions”5

Note: Alan E. Weiner, CPA, JD, LL.M. is
Partner Emeritus of Baker Tilly (formerly
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founding tax partner (1975)). He served
as the 1999-2000 President of the 30,000
member New York State Society of CPAs
and is active on the Tax Law Committees
of the Suffolk and Nassau County Bar
Associations. He is the author of All About
Limited Liability Companies and
Partnerships; Medicare Surtax: Analysis
and Planning; and DFK International’s
Worldwide Tax Overview.
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