
The Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services  told         
lawmakers today that a hacker 
had accessed a server used for 
Healthcare.gov and uploaded 
malicious software. The attack    
happened during July and was 
limited to the one server. 

CMS told lawmakers that the 
hack would not affect the start 
of the second enrollment period 
which is scheduled to begin on 
November 15, 2014. The    
agency stressed that no personal 
information was taken.         
Representative Darrell Issa (R-

CA), Chair of the House     
Oversight  Committee called on  
CMS Administrator Marilyn 
Tavenner to testify about the 
attack before a September 18 
hearing of the committee citing 
G O P  c o n c e r n s  w i t h 
Healthcare.gov security. 

FULL APPEALS COURT TO REHEAR HALBIG 
SEPTEMBER 4,  2014 

HEALTHCARE.GOV HACKED 
SEPTEMBER 4,  2014 

The full U.S. Appeals Court for 
the District of Columbia     
announced that it would rehear             
arguments in Halbig v. Burwell 
on December 17, 2014. In July, 
a three judge panel ruled that    
federal subsidies could only be 
given to consumers purchasing 
their insurance through the 
state-run health insurance    
exchanges formed after the 
passage of the Affordable Care 
Act. 

That same day in July, a federal 
appeals court in Virginia ruled 
that the subsidies can be      
available to anyone purchasing    
insurance on either the        
state-run or federal insurance 
exchanges. Currently, millions 

of people are receiving subsidies 
in the form of a tax credit to 
help defray the cost of health          
insurance. 

At issue in the case is the     
interpretation of the Affordable 
Care Act. The three judge panel 
interpreted a section of the law 
allowing federal subsidies much 
more narrowly than the court in 
Virginia did. The Obama     
administration maintains that 
the spirit of the law, to provide 
all Americans with affordable 
health care, allows for a    
broader interpretation of the 
law thus, allowing the IRS to 
extend federal subsidies to 
those purchasing their health 
insurance on the federal      

exchanges in the case that a 
state did not create its own    
exchange. 

The court’s decision to have 
what is known as an en banc 
hearing, vacates the decision by 
the three judge panel from July. 

 E. Barrett Prettyman Federal Courthouse  
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HOUSE GOP SEPTEMBER AGENDA 
SEPTEMBER 4,  2014 
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House Majority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy (R-CA) released the 
House Republican’s September 
agenda  today.  In  th e            
memorandum addressed to 
House  Republ icans  the         
Majority Leader outlines the 
legislative priorities for the   
party in the month before the 
October recess. 

A few of the more prominent 
legislative priorities for the 
GOP Caucus are: 

HR2575, the Save American 
Workers Act which repeals the 
Affordable Care Act’s “30-hour 

definit ion of ful l  t ime             
employment .” 

HR367, Regulations From the 
Executive in Need of Scrutiny 
(REINS) Act which requires 
Congress to vote on “all new 
major rules before they can be 
enforced.” 

HR3474, Hire More Heroes 
Act which “incentivizes         
businesses to hire more veterans 
by exempting them from the 
[Affordable Care Act’s]        
employer mandate threshold. 

HR3522, the Employee Health 

Care Protection Act “which 
ensures that … workers can, in 
fact, keep the plan they have 
and like.” 

The Majority Leader also stated 
the majority’s intention to pass 
a continuing budget resolution 
that will fund the government 
past September 30 avoiding 
another federal government 
shutdown. The memo ends 
with McCarthy writing “let’s 
see who can correctly identify 
the room in which the British 
started the fire that destroyed 
most of the Capitol [in 1814]. 

DeSalvo’s comments come 
after the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services released 
a final rule modifying the     
Certified Electronic Health 
Records Technology (CEHRT) 
Incentive Program, more     
commonly called meaningful 
use. The new rule gives       
providers three options for   

The National Coordinator for 
Health IT, Karen DeSalvo, 
stated that a proposed rule on 
Stage III of the meaningful use 
program is still scheduled to be 
released “sometime in the    
winter,” according to Politico. 
Her remarks on Stage III came 
at the eHealth Initiative’s 2020 
Roadmap Executive Summit. 

attesting for 2014 after many 
health care providers were   
unable to implement the 2014 
CEHRT. The new rule also 
postpones Stage III to 2017. 

MU STAGE III  RULE DUE THIS WINTER 
SEPTEMBER 4,  2014 

Karen DeSalvo, National           
Coordinator for Health IT 

House Majority Leader, Kevin 
McCarthy (R-CA) 

also have to approve President 
Obama’s military strikes in Iraq 
and potentially Syria against 
the Islamic State militants.  

The Washington Post expects 
t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  b u d g e t            
resolution to come by the end 
of this  week and for              
congressional debate about 
airstrikes in Iraq to wait until 
next week when Secretary of 

State John Kerry is scheduled 
to testify before two House 
committees. Approval of      
funding for the ExIm Bank 
could be more contentious as 
many Tea Party Republicans 
have called for the bank’s       
dissolution. The bank provides 
credit to American exporters to 
sell their products in foreign 
markets. Democrats have made 
the issue a cause célèbre.   

Congress returns to the District 
today after the month-long   
August Recess! For the three 
weeks that members of          
Congress are in D.C., they will 
need to pass a continuing       
r e so lu t ion  funding  the           
government past September 30, 
2014, and approve funding to 
continue the operations of the 
Export-Import Bank of the 
United States. Congress will 

CONGRESS RETURNS TO WASHINGTON, D.C.  
SEPTEMBER 8,  2014          

Congress will be in 

session in September 

a total of three weeks 

before the month-

long October Recess. 



which is the lowest it has been 
in six years. Part-time workers 
who want full-time work but 
are unable to find it fell to 12% 
from 12.2% in July. 

A v e r a g e  e a r n i n g s  o f              
nonsupervisory workers edged 
up 2.5% from a year ago and 
this represented the largest gain 
in four years. Analysts are     
confident that if production 

workers are seeing their pay 
increase, their bosses will see 
their pay increase as well. The 
labor force participation rate, 
which measures the number of 
people who are employed of 
looking for work dropped down 
to 62.8%, the lowest it has been 
in 36 years. 

The Labor Department released 
its latest jobs report for August 
today and the numbers come as 
something of a disappointment 
to officials wanting to continue 
the seven month streak of 
200,000+ jobs  crea ted.         
Employers added 142,000 jobs 
in August, well below the 
226,000 average for the        
previous seven months. The 
unemployment rate fell to 6.1% 

AUGUST JOBS REPORT RELEASED 
SEPTEMBER 5,  2014 
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Chuck Todd is the new host of Meet 
the Press on NBC. 

An immigration activist holds a 
sign asking President Obama 
to take action on immigration. 

Tim Russert in 2008. 

Meet the Press’ ratings under 
Gregory had slipped to third 
place after CBS’s Face the Nation 
and ABC’s This Week and NBC 
brass replaced the six year host 
with Todd on August 14.    
Reviews for Todd’s first show 
have been  overwhelmingly 

Veteran NBC White House 
Correspondent Chuck Todd has 
taken over hosting duties on 
NBC’s Sunday morning        
political talk show Meet the 
Press. The storied news program 
had previously been hosted by 
David Gregory following the 
untimely death of longtime host 

positive with Politico calling 
the broadcast more “lively and 
engaging” and the Washington 
Post called Todd’s first show a 
“start” to a refreshed brand. 

Meet the Press has been on the 
air since 1947. Chuck Todd is 
the 12th moderator in the     
program’s 67 year history. 

TODD TAKES OVER MEET THE PRESS 
SEPTEMBER 7,  2014  

PRESIDENT WILL NOT ISSUE EXECUTIVE ORDER 
SEPTEMBER 6,  2014  

The President will not be     
issuing an executive order to 
change immigration policy until 
after the general election in 
November .  Many have         
specula ted  tha t  Sena te        
Democrats have asked the   
President to hold off on any  
kind of bold executive actions 
that could alienate moderate 
voters in southern states where 
Democratic incumbents are 
facing some of the most serious 
challenges for re-election. 

The White House began       
notifying  members of Congress 

and immigration advocacy 
groups on Friday and           
continued through Saturday. 
Many advocacy groups sharply 
criticized the President for   
deferring action until after the 
mid-term elections despite 
promises that action would be 
taken by the end of the          
summer. Similarly, Republicans 
pounced on the announcement 
as a politicization of an issue 
that is affecting millions of    
people in the United States. 

In addressing criticism from 
both the right and the left,    

President Obama argued that 
any executive action on         
immigration would be easily 
overturned by any future      
Republican Congress. “When I 
take action, I want to make sure 
that it’s sustainable,” the      
President said on Sunday’s 
Meet the Press. “It’s going to 
more sustainable and more 
effective if the public under-
stands what the facts are on 
immigration, what we’ve done 
on unaccompanied children, 
and why it’s necessary. 

“Average earnings of              

nonsupervisory workers edged 

up 2.5% from a year ago and 

this represented the largest 

gain in four years.” 

BBC 



HOUSE REPUBLICANS UNVEIL BUDGET BILL 
SEPTEMBER 9,  2014 
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H o u s e  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s       
Chairman Hal Rogers (R-KY) 
released a stopgap spending 
measure this evening to keep 
the government open until mid-
December. The bill, also known 
as a continuing resolution (CR), 
will be voted on in the House 
on Thursday, September 11. 
The House Rules Committee is   
expected to mark up the bill on 
Wednesday, September 10. The 
CR would provide funding in 
the amount of $1.1 trillion 
through December 11, 2014 
and avert a government        
shutdown when Fiscal Year 

2014 ends on September 30. 

Rogers predicted that the    
measure would pass both the 
Republican controlled House 
and Democratic controlled 
Senate stating: “It is a critical 
piece of legislation, and my 
committee has crafted the bill in 
a responsible, restrained way 
that should draw wide support 
in the House and Senate. This 
bill is free of controversial     
riders, maintains current levels, 
and does not seek to change 
existing federal policies.” 

Last year, House Tea Party  

Republicans led by Senator Ted 
Cruz (R-TX) shut down the 
government for 16 days in    
October after refusing to pass a 
continuing resolution. That 
shut down cost the economy at 
least $24 billion according to 
Standard & Poor’s. Most     
analysts predict that with the 
midterm elections this year that 
neither Republicans nor       
Democrats will attempt to force 
a government shutdown     
however, Senator Cruz has 
threatened to insert bill killing 
language ending the deferred 
action on deportation program. 

Rogers in July 2013 for using 
“taxpayer-funded staff” in her 
e f for ts  to  become the            
R e p u b l i c a n  C o n f e r e n c e     
Chairwoman. While Winer 
denies that he filed the original 
complaint, he is now accusing 
the six-term Congresswoman of  
retaliating against him through 
her Chief of Staff, Jeremy 

A former communications  
director for House Republican 
Conference Chairwoman Cathy 
McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) has 
accused the Chairwoman of 
retaliating against him for filing 
an ethics complaint against the 
Congresswoman. According to 
Roll Call, Todd Winer filed a 
complaint against McMorris 

Deutsch. 

The Office of Congressional 
Ethics referred the original case 
to the House Ethics Committee 
in February 2014 and the    
investigation continues. 

MCMORRIS ROGERS’S ACCUSED OF RETALIATION 
SEPTEMBER 8,  2014 

House Republican Conference 
Chairwoman Cathy McMorris   
Rogers (R-WA) 

House Appropriations Chairman 
Harold Rogers (R-KY). 

for their excitement for the    
election. Other issues like the 
economy and jobs were more 
exciting and seen as more of a 
driver to voters this election 
cycle than health care. 

47 percent of respondents    
reported an unfavorable view of 
the law, down from 53 percent 
in July, while 35 percent have a 
favorable view of it. Among 

viewers likely to show up in 
November, 51 percent disliked 
the law and 35 percent  held 
favorable views. 63 percent 
want their elected officials to 
work to improve the law     
instead of repealing the law. 

The poll covered 1,505 adults of 
which 1,239 were registered to 
vote and was conducted from 
August 25 to September 2. 

The Kaiser Family Foundation 
released a new poll today that 
shows the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA) is as unpopular as ever 
but may not drive voters on 
Election Day. 27 percent of 
Republican voters said they 
were “more enthusiastic” about 
voting this year compared to 
only 20  percent of  Democrats 
however, only three percent of            
Republicans credited the ACA 

POLL SHOWS ACA STILL UNPOPULAR 
SEPTEMBER 9,  2014 

“63 percent want 

their elected officials 

to work to improve 

the law instead of 

repealing the law.” 

http://kff.org/health-reform/poll-finding/kaiser-health-tracking-poll-august-september-2014/


strong teams that have the  
talent and focus necessary to 
deliver results,” Burwell said. 
“What’s central to all this is not 
politics. It’s progress: setting 
aside the back and forth and 
instead choosing to move     
forward. The Affordable Care 
Act is not about making a 
point. It’s about making      
progress.” 

Burwell also signaled a        
departure from her predecessor 
Kathleen Sebelius’s interactions 
with Congress stating that her 
staff will reply to letters from 
members of Congress within 30 
days regardless of who they are 
from. Sebelius was frequently 
criticized by  GOP members for 
not answering their inquiries. 

Burwell also joined twitter at 
@SecBurwell. 

Department of Health and   
Human Services  (HHS)        
Secretary  Sylvia Mathews   
Burwell gave her fist speech 
since taking the reins at HHS 
today. Speaking to students at 
George Washington University 
in Foggy Bottom, the Secretary 
called for an end to partisan 
attacks on the Affordable Care 
Act. “We believe in building 
bridges, relationships and 

BURWELL GIVES FIRST SPEECH WITH HHS 
SEPTEMBER 8,  2014 
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Senator Mark Begich could be in 
trouble this election cycle due to AK 
health insurance cost spikes. 

Marriage equality rally in 
California in 2010. 

This news comes at a bad time 
for embattled Democratic    
Senator Mark Begich (D-AK) 
who voted for the Affordable 
Care Act and is now in a tight 
re-election race with former 
Alaska Attorney General and 
Department of  Natura l         
Resources Commissioner     
Daniel Sullivan (R). 

Alaska Public Media is         
reporting that Alaskans who 
purchase health insurance on 
the Healthcare.gov exchange 
will see their rates increase 
more than 30 percent on       
average. Premera plans will 
increase 37 percent on average 
while Moda’s rates will increase 
an average of 27 percent.  

The Democratic Senatorial 
Campaign Committee (DSCC) 
is so worried about losing the 
seat that it is spending millions 
of dollars on advertising       
attacking Sullivan for his      
conservative positions. 

ALASKA INSURANCE RATES TO INCREASE 
SEPTEMBER 8,  2014 

32 STATES PETITION SUPREME COURT 
SEPTEMBER 4,  2014 

Just as gay marriage bans in 
Indiana and Wisconsin were 
struck down by the Seventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals today, 
32 states filed a brief with the 
United States Supreme Court 
asking the institution to decide 
same-sex marriage once and for 
all. Fifteen marriage equality 
states led my Massachusetts 
joined with 17 states led by 
Colorado that currently ban 
same-sex marriages asked the 
Court to review cases from 
Oklahoma, Utah, and Virginia 
whose bans were recently 
thrown out by lower courts but 

are stayed pending appeal to 
the Supreme Court. 

The states are asking the Court 
to clear up the confusion      
surrounding conflicting lower 
court opinions regarding the 
issue. Since the Supreme Court 
struck down the provision of 
the Defense of Marriage Act 
tha t  prohib i ted  federa l          
recognition of same-sex        
marriages as unconstitutional in 
2013, a slew of lower courts 
have struck down state         
m a r r i a g e  b a n s  a s                     
unconstitutional. A federal 

judge in Louisiana upheld the 
state’s ban this week and in 
August, 2014 a judge in        
Tennessee ruled that the state 
did not have to recognize same-
sex unions performed in other 
districts. The states are asking 
the Supreme Court to resolve 
the differences in interpretation 
once and for all. 

“The Affordable Care Act is not 

about making a point. It’s 

about making progress.” 

http://media.ca7.uscourts.gov/cgi-bin/rssExec.pl?Submit=Display&Path=Y2014/D09-04/C:14-2387:J:Posner:aut:T:fnOp:N:1412337:S:0
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Sept. 5 
Rep. Alcee L. Hastings, D-
Fla., 78 
Rep. Ann McLane Kuster, 
D-N.H., 58 
 
Sept. 6 
Rep. Danny K. Davis, D-
Ill., 73 
Rep. William Keating, D-
Mass., 62Rep. John Kline, 
R-Minn., 67 
Rep. Sander M. Levin, D-
Mich., 83 
Rep. Gloria Negrete 

McLeod, D-Calif., 73 
 
Sept. 8 
Sen. Bernard Sanders, I-Vt., 
73 
Rep. Mike Simpson, R-
Idaho, 64 
 
Sept. 9 
Sen. Chris Coons, D-Del., 
51 
Rep. Howard “Buck” 
McKeon, R-Calif., 76 
 
 

Election Day is              
November 4, 2014! 

On September 8, 1935, Senator Huey P. Long, Jr. (D-LA) was assassinated at the 
Louisiana State Capitol. Long, also known as “The Kingfisher”, served as a United 
States Senator for three years until his death from an assassins bullet.  

Long was a populist politician, advocating for education and hospital expansion 
highway construction, free bridges, and free textbooks for schoolchildren. The       
policies that Long supported earned him praise from the masses but scorn from the 
established political circles. Having supported Franklin Roosevelt in 1932, Long 
split with the President in 1933 to ally himself with the anti-Semitic priest and radio 
personality Father Charles Coughlin for his own presidential bid in 1936.  

Long is best known in American history classrooms today for his “Share Our 
Wealth” program which proposed to redistribute wealth through a “net asset tax” 
on  corporations and individuals to eliminate the poverty and homelessness that was 
common during the Great Depression. The Senator was succeeded by his wife, 
Rose Long who became the first female senator from Louisiana. 

Huey Long is said to be the inspiration for Robert Penn Warren’s Willie Stark in All 
the King’s Men as well as Sinclair Lewis’s It Can’t Happen Here. Both works portray 
an American politician who is rapidly changing American politics. 

This past week in 

history, Senator Huey 

P. Long, Jr. was 

assassinated by a 

physician. 

MEMBER BIRTHDAY’S IN THE PAST WEEK 
 

THIS WEEK IN CAPITOL HISTORY 
SEPTEMBER 8 ,  2014 

Sept. 10 
Rep. Cynthia M. Lummis, R-
Wyo., 60 
Rep. Ted Poe, R-Texas, 66 

Rep. Sander Levin (D‐

MI) turned 83 on 

Saturday. 


