
 

 
ICD-10 Delay Provides More Time for Compliance and MU 
 
The signing of the H.R. 4302 bill, which includes the provision to delay ICD-10 for one year, has 
received mixed responses from healthcare professionals.  It’s understandable considering the 
amount of time, energy and resources that have been dedicated to ICD-10 readiness. 
 
Now, we have at least one additional year until ICD-10 goes live. 
 
Our recommendation is to take advantage of the one year delay, by focusing on compliance and 
meaningful use. 
 
Compliance, a continuous process 
 
Far too often, we find ourselves focusing on compliance at the last minute. Did everyone complete 
their training requirements? If not, who needs to? 
 
Mild panic sets in, and the race is on to complete compliance requirements. 
 
Since some time has been freed up thanks to the delay of ICD-10 implementation, now is a good 
time to focus on compliance as a continuous process.  It is a good time for an organization to 
ensure compliance with HIPAA, OSHA and Medicare requirements is a continual process, rather 
than a process of completing the requirements at the last minute. 
 
With the additional time we have been given it is our recommendation to make sure you have 
completed your required annual training requirements, reviewed your policies and procedures, 
and make sure you are up to date with any recent rule and/or regulation updates. 
 
Compliance as a continuous approach is a great way to be prepared for an unexpected audit, to 
prevent a breach of protected health information and to prevent panic that may set in during a 
last minute race to complete compliance requirements. 
 
Meaningful Use 
 
Did you know for 2014 only, that all providers are only required to demonstrate meaningful use 
for a 3 month EHR reporting period? CMS is permitting a one-time three month reporting period 
in 2014 to allow all providers who must upgrade to 2014 Certified EHR technology time to 
implement their new Certified EHR systems. 
 
To demonstrate meaningful use for years 2014 and beyond, all providers are required to report 
on clinical quality measures. The recommended core sets of electronic clinical quality measures 
include one core set for adult populations, and one core set for pediatric populations. 
 
In 2014, EHR reporting requirements for the EHR incentive program include two options available 
for eligible professionals: 
 

• Attest to clinical quality measures through the EHR Registration & Attestation System. 
• eReport CQMs through Physician Quality Reporting System Portal.  

Additional meaningful use requirements include measures that address conducting or reviewing a 
security risk analysis to ensure the privacy and security of patients’ protected health information. 
 

 



 

 
Security Risk Analysis 
 
A security risk analysis may be difficult for practices to understand. When it comes to performing 
a security risk analysis it may be difficult to understand where to begin. 
 
Think of security risk analysis as an action plan for protecting patient privacy, and a process of 
identifying and examining potential threats and vulnerabilities to protected health information.  
This is arguably the most important step an organization can take towards implementing 
safeguards that mitigate or lower risks to your ePHI. 
 
The continuous process of mitigating or lowering risks to your ePHI is the process of security risk 
management. Effectively managing risk involves continuously implementing changes to make PHI 
more secure. 
 
Continuous change 
 
The ICD-10 delay surprised a lot of us as we were all ready for the mad dash towards the October 
1, 2014 implementation date. Without any further delays, ICD-10 should be ready to go live by 
the end of 2015. 
 
Instead of being frustrated with the delay of ICD-10 implementation, we can focus on the 
positives the delay provides.  We have been given more time to ensure ICD-10 readiness, to 
focus on meaningful use requirements and compliance as a continuous process. 
 
If there is one factor that is a constant in health care, it is that health care is continuously 
changing. It is important for health care professionals to be up to date on changes in health care, 
and ready to act when those changes arise. 
 
If you have any questions about compliance or need assistance with security risk 
analysis, please do not hesitate to contact one of our professional consultants. 
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