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In Tribute to Laura Greenstone 
 

Irene Rosner David, PhD, ATR-BC, LCAT, HLM and Donna Betts, PhD, ATR-BC 

August 16, 2018  

 

It is with honor and sorrow that we present this composite of colleagues’ tributes to our late 

friend Laura Greenstone.  As described in her local newspaper’s obituary Laura “was a force 

beyond words who accomplished great works with compassion and wit.”  That force included 

her commitment to social meaning and our field, eloquently conveyed by the following 

reminiscences.  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Donna Betts, PhD, ATR-BC 

Oh, let it be a night of lyric rain 

And singing breezes, when my bell is tolled. 

I have so loved the rain that I would hold 

Last in my ears its friendly, dim refrain. 

 

Dorothy Parker 

 

Laura is one of those friends 

whom you’ve known for so 

long that you can’t 

remember a time when she 

wasn’t in your life.  She was 

an art therapist and an 

advocate of the creative arts 

therapies professions.  Bold, 

courageous, visionary, 

passionate, dedicated, 

balanced, rational, smart, 

fierce, funny, and kind – 

may Laura’s legacy live on 

in those who knew her and 

loved her – and continue to 

touch, directly or indirectly, 

the lives of countless others.   

 

Though we can no longer enjoy the pleasure of your company, dear friend, we will think of you 

fondly always and laugh – and in honor of your many gifts and sharp wit, we will raise a glass to 

you (especially upon visits to a particular Round Table). 

AATA conference, Donna Betts, Judy Rubin, Laura Greenstone, Marcia Sue  

Cohen-Liebman, 2016. 
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Linda Gantt, PhD, ATR-BC, HLM 

 

I vividly recall my first meeting with Laura when 

she was a recent art therapy graduate.  She and I 

immediately started discussing the vital importance 

of government affairs to the health of AATA and to 

the future of the field in general.  What a smart 

cookie she was!  She quickly mastered the steep 

learning curve for this rather dry subject, one that 

our colleagues often avoided or dismissed.  But 

Laura was dogged in her mission to obtain greater 

visibility and respect for our cherished profession, 

and she labored mightily in public and behind the 

scenes to fulfill that mission.  She was never 

strident but she demonstrated her passion for 

advocacy and infected others with it.  From her 

work in the New Jersey statehouse to Capitol Hill, 

she took her deep understanding of the greater 

political process and applied it to art therapy’s 

specific needs of being a hybrid discipline that 

many policy makers and bureaucrats couldn’t quite 

grasp. 

But Laura wasn’t just “a policy nerd” (although she 

freely admitted to being one, an identity she shared 

Laura Greenstone among creative arts therapies professions leaders at the annual meeting of the NCCATA, 2007. 

 

Linda Gantt and Laura Greenstone under a double 

rainbow, 2017. 
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with her wonderful husband Jack).  She was committed to the people her agency served, and she 

wanted to spread the word that trauma could be treated and that an art therapy informed process 

should be the core of that treatment.  

Laura and I switched places 

when she became a mentor to me 

in business issues.  This was a 

side of Laura not many knew.  

Her business acumen was 

astonishing and she was always 

incorporating innovative ideas in 

her thinking about having an art 

therapy practice. She also 

mentored, supervised, and 

supported many younger 

colleagues who found that her 

wonderful sense of humor, easy-

going manner, and clinical skills 

made her a fabulous role model. 

In the obituary that appeared in her local paper, there were projects she was doing I knew 

nothing about.  That was typical of Laura—not to focus a spotlight on herself but to concentrate 

on getting a job done.   She was an inspiration to all who had the good fortune to know her. Her 

candle was extinguished far too soon but her many contributions will live on.  Rest in peace, dear 

Laura. 

Laura Greenstone with AATA Board of Directors after she and Linda Gantt presented on GAC Strategy, 2009. 

 Peg Dunn-Snow, Linda Gantt, Laura Greenstone at Linda’s Instinctual Trauma 

Response Training, 2017. 
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Paula Howie, MA, ATR-BC, LPC, LCPAT, HLM  
 

Many of us are heartbroken at the news of Laura’s death.  My tribute takes the form of the letter 

I wrote in support of Laura’s GAC award in 2008, as it portrays her relentless advocacy activity 

for the profession.  She will be greatly missed.  

Letter of Support for Laura Greenstone for the Nancy Schoebel GAC Award 

I would like to nominate Laura Greenstone, MS, LPC, ATR-BC to become the 2008 recipient of 

the Nancy Schoebel Award, which is given to an AATA member who has demonstrated 

achievement in governmental affairs initiatives and legislative advocacy.   

Laura has been working with art therapy 

governmental affairs issues since the early 

1990s.  With her service in many AATA 

task forces and committees, Laura has 

shown herself to be someone who is 

tenacious and well grounded in legislative 

advocacy. She was nominated by AATA to 

attend the Allied Health Leadership Training 

in 1999, a program sponsored by the Health 

Professions Network and the Bureau of 

Health Professions, U.S., Department of 

Health and Human Services. Her innovation 

includes founding and implementing Hill 

Day Conferences from 1999-2002 in 

conjunction with the National Coalition of 

Creative Art Therapies Associations 

(NCCATA). In addition, she is currently the 

Chair, NCCATA and Hill Day Organizer for 

2008.  She was NCCATA Chair Elect from 

2005-2007.  

Laura was Governmental Affairs Chair from 

1999-2000, a state Legislative Sub-

Committee Chair from 1995-1998, and has been active in her local AATA chapter. Most recently 

she has been spearheading the work toward creative arts licensure in her state chapter of New 

Jersey. As a result of this and her prior work in the state, she was chosen Honorary Life Member 

for the New Jersey Art Therapy Association in 2007.  

Laura has published information on her advocacy work including, “Art Therapy in the Age of 

Advocacy” and “Guidelines for Establishing Art Therapy and Counselor Equivalency.”  

The depth of her knowledge in the area of public policy and legislative initiatives is 

demonstrated by her numerous presentations on the following topics: “The Future of the Arts in 

Healthcare,” “The Art of Advocacy,” “Licensure for Art Therapists,” “Leadership Workshop for 

Committee Chairs,” “Hill Day Slide Presentation,” “Issues of Advocacy and Credentials: The 

Laura Greenstone receiving GAC Award from President Peg 

Dunn-Snow, 2008. 
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Strategies of Lobbying,” “Public Policy and Legislation at the State Level,” “Effective Advocacy 

for Creative Arts Therapists,” “Art Therapy Perspectives on Managed Care: A Panel 

Discussion,” and “Achieving Licensure for Art Therapists.” 

I feel certain that if Nancy and Laura had been contemporaries, they would have surely become 

allies due to a shared interest in governmental affairs and their dedication to the AATA.  As you 

can see, Laura has tirelessly served the AATA, GAC, and her local art therapy affiliate chapter 

just as Nancy did before her in the 1980s.  Therefore, I believe Laura deserves your thoughtful 

consideration as a potential recipient for this award. 

Marcia Rosal, PhD, ATR-BC, HLM 

 

Laura has always been a part of my involvement in AATA and I will never forget the first time I 

met her.  It was in a meeting with the AATA governmental affairs gurus (make no mistake, I was 

not one of this esteemed group; I was the lucky one who was there to listen to her wisdom).  She 

could not have been much older than 25 but was already savvy beyond her years.  Lucky for me, 

we bonded immediately and kept our friendship going over the years. 

Because her dedication to the profession was evident, she was invited to run for various positions 

on the AATA board.  Despite her brilliance, vast knowledge, and clear-headed diplomatic skills, 

she was never elected.  This led me to call her Al (for Al Gore).  In turn, she called me Jimmy 

(for Jimmy Carter) because she noticed that I was not as respected as she would have liked 

during my presidency of AATA.  If anyone asked me who should be nominated for President-

Elect, the first name out of my mouth was Al (AKA, Laura Greenstone).  

AATA was never lucky enough to have Laura at the helm, but I always sensed she was looking 

after us through her advocacy and her writings.  Yes, she was quite a word smith.  All you need 

to do is read her chapter on credentialing in the Wiley Handbook of Art Therapy to get a glimpse 

into how agile and subtle her mind was.  She autographed her chapter in the book for me and 

wrote, “Jimmy, you can have your pie and eat it too. Al,” (she knew how much I loved pie); but 

what she really meant was that art therapists can also have their pie and eat it too through being 

thoughtful advocates for our profession through collaborative efforts with sister professions and 

relishing our own creative work with clients.  I will miss you sorely, Laura Greenstone, you and 

your beloved Jersey shore, your fondness for Bruce Springsteen, and your dedication to art 

therapy and the clients you so lovingly served. 

With great fondness, 

Marcia L. Rosal 

Mary Ellen McAlevey, LPC, ACS, ATR-BC, ATCS  

 

When Laura Greenstone was bestowed with the New Jersey Art Therapy Association’s Honorary 

Life Member award in 2007, she spoke about her experience at the potter’s wheel.  Laura said 

that she enjoyed throwing clay very much despite some initial difficulty.  An instructor stepped 

in and corrected Laura’s technique, or so the instructor thought.  Laura attempted throwing 

again, implementing the instructor’s pointers, and she found that utilizing the new method 
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caused her to be off balance and lose her 

“groove.”  Laura saw this experience as an object 

lesson for not allowing others to throw her off 

balance, finding her center, and knowing and 

trusting herself.  

Laura was not just a person, she was a 

powerhouse.  The work that she accomplished, 

clinical skill she exercised in her trauma work 

with clients, and influence she had in legislative 

affairs will impact generations who were not 

fortunate enough to know her.  Laura was 

worldly beyond her years.  

“Your lost friends are not dead, but gone before, advanced a stage or two upon that road which 

you must travel in the steps they trod.”  —Aristophanes 

Rest in peace, Laura.  Godspeed to her family, friends, and clients. 

Cathy Meier Asher, MA, ATR-BC, LCAT, ATCS 

 

I will remember Laura as an advocate, friend, advisor, artist and strong woman.  She was open to 

speaking any time about government advocacy and other art therapy related questions I had.  I 

was in an art therapy art show with her in Red Bank and will remember her art as well.  I will 

miss her and send condolences to her family. 

 

Irene Rosner David, PhD, ATR-BC, LCAT, HLM 

 

 

My first encounter with Laura was in 1994 when I was the AATA conference program chair and 

she was a plenary panelist on the challenging subject of managed care.  I was taken by her 

knowledge and outlook on opportunity for art therapy to maintain quality care despite cost-

saving mechanisms.  Her savvy perspective on our role within the imposed healthcare parameters 

was impressive and I recognized a rising star.  Over the years we bonded as advocates for the 

profession, and Laura was stellar in her knowledge of policy, governmental affairs and vision as 

to how best to promote our field.  She worked passionately and in her typically humorous style, 

labeled herself “a GAC geek.”  

 

Although we never worked together, we were a collegial dyad of support for one another in the 

throes of treating victims of 9/11 and Hurricane Sandy.  She worked tirelessly and creatively to 

help individuals and communities deal with traumatic experience.  

 

Laura dealt admirably with years of chronic illness using her art as a means of coping with initial 

diagnosis through ongoing treatment.  When it was determined she would undergo organ 

transplants she sought my help as a medical art therapist.  With little guidance from me, she 

pictorialized her feelings in an effort to integrate what she called her “spare parts.”  She adapted 

the experience in presentations of her artwork in relation to disease and procedures.  For many 

Laura Greenstone receiving the New Jersey Art Therapy 

Association HLM Award, 2007. 
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years I invited her to present to my students at the School of Visual Arts which she did in a 

manner that perfectly blended the personal and clinical dimensions.  She was not only 

informative about the etiology of illness, demographics, treatments and the psychological aspects 

of living with life-threatening disease, but also thought-provoking about the finiteness of life, the 

precariousness of well-being, and the importance of becoming an organ donor to save lives.   

 

On a lighter note - all the brighter because she faced such dark times - Laura had a way of 

spinning experience into something uplifting.  A drawing of a figure done shortly after surgery 

has the caption “sometimes you have to stop looking at things so you can see better” – equally 

profound and lighthearted, and indicative of her approach to life.  She knew she was unwell at 

best, but sometimes stopped reflecting and just had a good time.  Our good times together 

included dining at the Jersey shore, invariably at fabulous places she had researched, or buying 

fragrant rose petal preserves from an Italian market… and always with billows of her infectious 

laugh…..Laura knew how to live.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Edelstein 

  

As Laura’s dad I may be somewhat biased, but I can tell you that my Laura was remarkable from 

birth.  She was a born fighter as a seven week premature baby weighing under three pounds.  But 

she overcame that challenge and was a happy, loving child. 

 

We often watched Mr. Rogers together. His messages of love, acceptance, and tolerance sank in 

deeply and helped shape her beliefs in profound ways, as we were all witness to as she came into 

her own. 

 

As a young teen, when most kids her age were not even thinking about careers, she declared she 

wanted to be an Art Therapist.  Mind you, this was at a time when hardly anyone had even heard 

the term.  But she had, and she never wavered. 

 

Laura Greenstone, Marcia Sue Cohen-Liebman, Irene Rosner David, Donna Betts, 

Ellen Horovitz, 2014. 
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Her accomplishments and contributions are many, some of which are recounted in her obituary 

here.  But to me she is simply my daughter who left an enormous footprint and now a hole in my 

heart. 

 

Thank you, American Art Therapy Association, for giving Laura the recognition she deserves. 

 

By the way, in the last year Laura was focusing on her creative writing and comedy act.  Yes, 

you heard me right.  She was putting the finishing touches on a routine for her standup comedy 

debut at a local pub.  She would have been great. 

 

I’ll end with some quotes from Laura’s Facebook feed: 

 

“Yesterday I almost drove the wrong way in a police station parking lot. I saw the sign and 

thought, One way? Which way? Yours or mine?" 

 

“Mascara on my eye brows. Slippers to work. Not a morning person.” 

 

“CALLING CREATIVE ARTS HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS interested in working with kids at 

the Keeping Families Together march in Red Bank, NJ next Saturday. CONTACT ME. DON'T 

JUST SIT THERE, DO SOMETHING...like draw, sing, dance, move, play, etc.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4875 Eisenhower Ave., Suite 240, Alexandria, VA 22304, Contact Us 

https://m.legacy.com/obituaries/app/obituary.aspx?n=laura-greenstone&pid=189732763&referrer=0&preview=True
https://m.legacy.com/obituaries/app/obituary.aspx?n=laura-greenstone&pid=189732763&referrer=0&preview=True
http://arttherapy.org/aata-contactus
https://www.facebook.com/TheAmericanArtTherapyAssociation
https://twitter.com/ArtTherapyOrg
https://www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=3918398

