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The American Art Therapy Association has recently signed onto three letters with collaborating 

organizations to protect and advocate for coverage of mental health services.  One letter responds 

to an invitation to suggest improvements to the Medicare Advantage program, another urges a 

funding extension for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP), and the third reaffirms 

concerns regarding the proposed amendments to the American Healthcare Act (AHCA).   

 

On April 24 the AATA and fifteen partner organizations signed a letter in response to a request by 

the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services to suggest improvements to the Medicare 

Advantage program.  The letter proposes adding behavioral health measures to the Star Ratings — 

measures of five categories including outcomes, intermediate outcomes, patient experience, 

access, and process — which are tied to plan payment rates.  

 

On April 28 the AATA and thirty-six partnering organizations signed a letter urging Congressmen 

to enact a long-term funding extension of the Children’s Health Insurance 

Program (CHIP).  The letter addresses Majority Leader McConnell, Speaker Ryan, Democratic 

Leaders Schumer and Pelosi, Chairmen Hatch and Walden, and Ranking Members Wyden and 

Pallone and reminds them that the funding for CHIP is due to expire on September 30, 2017.  

Swift action on a CHIP funding extension bill is necessary to ensure that health coverage for the 

close to nine million children who rely on CHIP will not be disrupted.   

 

On May 2 the AATA and forty-one partner organizations signed a letter, addressed to Speaker 

Ryan and Minority Leader Pelosi, that reiterated concerns about various provisions of the AHCA 

in light of proposed amendments, “including the new proposal that states be allowed to determine 

via an apparently automatic waiver what benefits are deemed essential in marketplace plans and 

what the permitted range of premiums should be.”  The letter had urged Representatives not to 

reverse the recent progress made with the enactment of key mental health and substance use 

disorder prevention and treatment reforms under the 21st Century Cures Act and the 

Comprehensive Addiction & Recovery Act (CARA).  The bill has since passed through the House.  

 

AATA is an active member of the Mental Health Liaison Group (MHLG)—a coalition of almost 

70 national organizations representing consumers, parents and family members, advocates, 

providers, and mental health experts dedicated to building better lives for the millions of 

Americans affected by mental illness.  Through partnerships such as the MHLG, Americans for 

the Arts, and others, the AATA continues to collaborate to protect and advocate for art therapists 

and their clients according to our code of ethics.  
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