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AATA continues to be an active member of the Mental Health Liaison Group (MHLG) and act 

in support of the provision and expansion of mental health services.   As described below, AATA 

has been a signatory to recent letters that include supporting a bill to increase services for 

substance abuse care, opposing provisions of the American Healthcare Act (AHCA) that would 

limit coverage of mental health and substance abuse service, and supporting the MHLG FY 2018 

Appropriations Recommendations that recommend investment in mental health and substance 

abuse treatment.   

 

On June 22, 2017, the AATA signed on to a letter addressed to eight Senators, thanking them for 

introducing their bill, the Medicaid Coverage for Addiction Recovery Expansion (CARE) Act, 

which would “improve access to needed substance use treatment services for millions of 

Americans across the country.”  A payment prohibition, known as the “Institutes for Mental 

Disease (IMD) Exclusion,” currently limits Medicaid’s matching federal funds for services 

provided in residential substance use settings to a maximum of 16 beds per facility.  This limit, 

intended to ensure that states retained financial responsibility for mental hospitals, was created 

before today’s robust community-based addiction treatment system existed.  This bill would 

increase the bed limit in these settings from 16 to 40 and would allow facilities to offer treatment 

services for up to 60 consecutive days.  The letter stated, “Your bill implements vitally important 

components to a comprehensive strategy addressing the nation’s opioid epidemic.” 

 

On June 23, 2017, the AATA sent a letter to Senators Lamar Alexander and Patty Murray, 

Chairman and Ranking Member of the Senate Health Education Labor and Pensions (HELP) 

Committee, reiterating serious concerns with provisions in H.R. 1628, the AHCA.  Specifically, 

the letter opposed the restructuring of the Medicaid program into a per capita cap block grant 

program and the elimination of Medicaid expansion.  It reminded the Senators that “[Medicaid] 

expansion has been a significant driver in the expansion of both mental health and substance use 

services within Medicaid.”  A version of the same letter was sent to Senator Orrin Hatch, 

Chairman of the Senate Finance Committee, on May 23, 2017.  

 

In mid-July, the MGLG sent their FY 2018 Appropriations Recommendations chart to the 

Chairmen and Ranking Members the Committee of Appropriations in both chambers of 

Congress.  The recommendations recognize the constraints of the current fiscal environment 

while also appreciating that investment in mental health and substance use prevention and 

treatment saves lives and money.  
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