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Surprise and many questions linger over what exactly a new Donald Trump administration will mean for 

the country. One thing is clear - during his campaign the president-elect was very supportive of 

investing in the nation's infrastructure. He specifically called out his intent to address infrastructure in 

his speech Wednesday morning, saying:  

  

We are going to fix our inner cities and rebuild our highways, bridges, tunnels, airports, schools, 
hospitals. We're going to rebuild our infrastructure, which will become, by the way, second to none, and 
we will put millions of our people to work as we rebuild it.  
  

This could be a centerpiece of the first 100 days of his administration. Specific details on his plan are not 

known, but according to Trump-Pence campaign documents, he intends to target $1 trillion in new 

infrastructure spending, including transportation, drinking water, energy and other needs. He would do 

this through: 

 Leveraging new revenues and work with financing authorities, public-private partnerships, and 

other prudent funding opportunities; 

 Harnessing market forces to help attract new private infrastructure investment through a 

deficit-neutral system of infrastructure tax credits; 

 Employing incentive-based contracting to ensure projects are on time and on budget. 

  

Today's Politico's Morning Transportation Report had some additional detail on Trump's plan: 

  

The main idea: set up tax breaks that would plump returns for investors who are willing to lend money to 

state and local governments hoping to take on new infrastructure projects. Trump's advisers reason that 

the cost of doling out those tax breaks would be offset by the money the government would bring in 

from new tax revenue paid by the workers and companies undertaking those projects. The catch: The tax 

scheme would only apply to money-making infrastructure projects, though. Think airports and toll roads.  

 
On aviation, Trump has said that he would "work with Congress to modernize our airports and air traffic 

control systems, end long wait times, and reform FAA and TSA, while also ensuring that American 

travelers are safe from terrorism and other threats." Interestingly, on a marco-level, the Wall Street 

Journal reports that airlines are concerned that "a swell of anti-global trade sentiment...could lead to 

slower traffic growth and limited market access." 

  

On Capitol Hill, Republicans managed to retain their majorities in both the House and the Senate, which 

could help grease the skids to maneuver a substantial infrastructure package early next year.  

  



Now attention turns to the transition leading to Trump's inauguration on January 20, 2017. This 

includes developing his overarching agenda, which in addition to infrastructure is expected to include 

overturning Obamacare, tax reform, immigration and veterans' policies. Steps will be taken to identify 

his cabinet and develop specific policies for each agency.  

  

In the meantime, Congress faces a looming deadline of December 9 when the current Continuing 

Resolution (CR) that is funding all federal agencies expires. The Republican leadership will be very 

motivated to clean the slate for next year's beginning of the Trump Administration, and therefore may 

seek to pass a huge omnibus spending bill or a few "mini-bus" bills. Or they may pass a year-long CR 

which would keep funding for agencies at their current level.  

  

Looking to next year and the FAA reauthorization, the players in Congress that will oversee the bill will 

likely remain the same, and it may be reasonable to expect that the respective House and Senate FAA 

reauthorization proposals could look very similar to measures introduced this year. A big question is the 

Trump Administration's priorities with regards to the FAA bill. Some key questions of interest to the 

airport development community are: 

 Air Traffic Control Privatization - House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee Chairman 

Bill Shuster (R-PA) was facing an uphill battle in pushing through his proposal to move the air 

traffic control function into a non-profit private corporation. Might a Trump Administration, in 

principle, expect to be favorable to this proposal, and what could this do in terms of building 

support within Congress? 

 Airport Funding - With the House bill proposing an increase in the Airport Improvement Program 

to an eventual $3.9 billion level, and the Senate proposal increasing AIP to $3.75 billion, can 

industry expect a higher AIP funding level in a new bill? And with PFCs being locally-driven, will a 

Trump Administration support an increase in the PFC cap? Does this comport with the spirit of 

his campaign platform on infrastructure? 

  

We will be discussing these issues in more detail during the ACC Membership Meeting at the 38th ACC 
Annual Conference & Exhibition next week on Tuesday, November 15. If you are there, please join us. 
Otherwise, let us know if you have any questions. 
 
Questions? 

If you have questions, feel free to contact ACC President T.J. Schulz at tjs@acconline.org.  
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