
AFMR Sponsored Sessions at Translational Science 2017 

Career Development 

Deconstructing and Reconstructing the Definition of Career Success from Traditional Models 
Presented by Teresa O'Brien, PhD, University of California, San Francisco; Frederick J. Meyers, 
MD, MACP, University of California, Davis 

Scientists are familiar with a traditional model of career success: namely, the progression towards a 
tenure-track faculty position. However, nearly 80% of scientific trainees end up in other positions 
such as industry or non-tenure-track positions. This session aims to uncover ways to highlight these 
important and valuable pathways. Using case examples and data, two experts in mentoring and 
career development will provide alternative descriptions of career success. 

Mythbusting: K to Independence 
Presented by Frederick J. Meyers, MD, MACP, University of California, Davis; Kim Bogess, MD, 
University of North Carolina 

The transition from mentored awards to independence is an exciting but often uncertain period. 
Mentored scientists are not often given clear direction and expectations during their awards. Two 
leaders in career development discuss milestones, myths, and the different pathways mentored 
scientists can take to achieve success. 

Serendipity in Science 
Presented by Kevin Deane, MD, University of Colorado Denver; Barry S. Coller, 
MD Rockefeller University 

Serendipity in Science showcases the careers and accomplishments of exceptional scientists. 
Through tales of success, sometimes failure, and occasional luck, listeners will glean precious 
advice from the wisdom these scientists have accumulated. The result is a fun session that inspires 
junior as well as senior scientists alike. 

Health Equity and Community Engagement 

PCORI Grants: Evolving Engagement Policies to Improve Patient-centered Research 
Presented by Carrie Wolinetz, PhD, Associate Director, Office of Science Policy, Justin E. 
Bekelman, MD University of Pennsylvania 

Patient-centered research is important to identify and study outcomes that make a difference to 
patients and their caregivers. However, patient-centered research is not understood by many in the 
larger research community. Clinical scientists may know of the PCORI group, but they may not 
understand what it entails and policy factors important to patient-centered research. This session 
aims to discuss patient-centered research from a practical and policy perspective to demystify this 
important topic. 

Eliminating Disparities to Improve Health Outcomes: Case Studies in Optimal Experiences 
Illustrating Reduction of Science to Practice 
Presented by Barbara Segarra Vazquez, Dean, School of Health Professions, University of Puerto 
Rico; Mona Fouad, University of Alabama; Electra Paskett, Ohio State University 
 
The panel will present a range of promising social and behavioral interventions, highlighting issues 
of timing, sensitive periods, and sequencing of interventions that may matter to effect decrease in 
health disparities. The session aims to address strategies to improve health and reduce disparities 
that may have the greatest impact. 

Regulatory Science and Translational Methods 



Partnerships to Advance Training in Translational and Regulatory Science 
Presented by ShaAvhrée Buckman-Garner, Food and Drug Administration; Robert J. Meyer, 
University of Virginia 

Regulatory Science is often defined as the science of developing new tools, standards, and 
approaches to assess the safety, efficacy, quality, and performance of regulated 
products.  Translational Science and Regulatory Science have a shared goal and promise 
to advance medical product development and ultimately improve public health.  Progress in this area 
requires collaborative multi-disciplinary training approaches that engage diverse partners.  This 
session will explore training needs, initiatives and career pathways that integrate translational 
science and regulatory science, including the role for partnerships between academia, industry and 
government. 


