
 

The American Federation for Medical Research and 

the Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology  

 

The American Federation for Medical Research (AFMR) is a member of the Federation of 

American Societies for Experimental Biology (FASEB), a coalition of 30 scientific societies 

representing over 125,000 biological and biomedical researchers from around the world. FASEB 

promotes research and education in the biological and biomedical sciences, and it has become an 

internationally recognized organization that legislators, federal agencies, and the media turn to 

for information on policies related to biomedical science and engineering.  

 

FASEB’s elected leaders and staff regularly meet with members of Congress, congressional staff, 

and federal agency officials to provide the perspective of the membership on a wide range of 

issues. These positions are developed by the working scientists representing FASEB member 

societies and reflect the views of a broad cross-section of the research community.  

 

AFMR Representatives to FASEB: 

 

 Robert J. Freishtat, MD, MPH – Board of Directors 

Associate Chief for Academic Affairs, Division of Emergency Medicine 

Children's National Health System 

Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Emergency Medicine and Integrative Systems Biology 

George Washington University School of Medicine and Health Sciences 

 

 MingMing Ning, MD, MMSc – Board Advisor & Editorial Board 

Associate Professor of Neurology 

Medical Director of the General Neurology Consult Service 

Director of the Clinical Proteomics Research Center 

Co-director of the Cardio-Neurology Division 

Massachusetts General Hospital 

 

 Sharma S. Prabhakar, MD, MBS, FACCP – Science Policy Committee 

Professor of Medicine and Physiology 

Chief, Division of Nephrology/Hypertension 

Department of Internal Medicine 

Texas Tech University Health Science Center 

 

 Peter H. Wiernik, MD – Excellence in Science Awards Committee 

Director 

Cancer Research Foundation 

 

 Yutong Zhao, PhD – Publications and Communications Committee 

Associate Professor 

Department of Medicine 

University of Pittsburgh 

 

 

http://www.faseb.org/About-FASEB/Our-Mission.aspx
http://www.faseb.org/About-FASEB/Our-Mission.aspx
http://www.faseb.org/Portals/2/PDFs/Board%20of%20Directors/Freishtat,%20Robert%20-%20Updated%2007%2009%202014.pdf
https://www.faseb.org/Portals/2/PDFs/Board%20of%20Directors/Ning,%20MingMing%20-%202016.pdf
http://www.ttuhsc.edu/som/internalmedicine/faculty/facultyDetails.aspx?eRaiderUserName=sprabhak
http://thecrf.org/leadership-bios/
https://www.omicsonline.org/editor-profile/Yutong_Zhao/


 

Legislative Affairs 

One of our top priorities is urging Congress to provide sustainable and predictable federal 

funding for biomedical and related life science research. On behalf of our members, FASEB 

leadership and staff participate in nearly 200 meetings on Capitol Hill each year.  

 

But it is not enough for national organizations like FASEB to advocate on behalf of science—

elected officials need to hear from their own constituents! FASEB helps society members play an 

active role in advocating for issues relevant to their fields. We provide the advocacy tools and 

information you need for contacting elected officials and the media. Learn more about our 

advocacy resources, including a new toolkit that provides guidance on steps scientists can take to 

request a meeting with their Senators and Representative at home, submit a letter-to-the-editor of 

a local newspaper, participate in a town hall meeting, and build relationships with elected 

officials using social media. FASEB also has a state and district-level factsheets that provide 

current data on the amount of federal funding each state receives from the National Institutes of 

Health, National Science Foundation, United States Department of Agriculture, and the 

Department of Energy. AFMR members who wish to receive alerts about pending legislation or 

science policy issues can also subscribe to the FASEB e-action list.   

Science Policy 

FASEB focuses on key policy issues affecting biomedical researchers and their life-saving work. 

The diversity of our membership allows us to draw on the expertise of scientists to comment 

thoughtfully and decisively on issues of concern to research. At FASEB, policy development 

begins with the working scientists representing FASEB member societies and reflects the views of 

a broad cross-section of the research community. Seven topical subcommittees serve as FASEB’s 

“think tanks” on issues including clinical and translational research, data science and informatics, 

and training and career opportunities for scientists. Learn more about our science policy 

subcommittees. 

 

In addition to these core policy areas, FASEB’s Science Policy Committee (SPC) discusses and 

provides recommendations on policy topics of broad interest to the research community, including 

peer review, management of federal research portfolios, and effective communication of research 

findings. Monthly teleconferences are supplemented by an annual face-to-face symposium during 

which the FASEB Board and SPC consider an emerging topic of policy interest to the research 

community. 

 

Research Funding, Employment, and Training Data 

As part of FASEB’s effort to inform the policy development process, the Office of Public Affairs 

collects, compiles, and analyzes information relevant to biomedical research policy. Annually, 

FASEB reports federal science funding data in districts and states across the country. FASEB 

also analyzes and reports Trends in NIH Research Funding and Employment and Training 

Trends. 

 

In 2013, FASEB conducted a study of physician scientists and published the results in The FASEB 

Journal. 

 

 

http://www.faseb.org/Science-Policy-and-Advocacy/Become-an-Advocate/Advocacy-Tool-Kit.aspx
http://www.faseb.org/Science-Policy-and-Advocacy/Federal-Funding-Data/Federal-Funding-by-State-and-District.aspx
http://www.faseb.org/Science-Policy-and-Advocacy/Become-an-Advocate/Legislative-Action-Center.aspx?vvsrc=%2fRegister
http://www.faseb.org/Portals/2/PDFs/opa/2016/Active%20SPC%20Sbcmt%20Mission%20Statements%20and%20Membership.pdf
http://www.faseb.org/Portals/2/PDFs/opa/2016/Active%20SPC%20Sbcmt%20Mission%20Statements%20and%20Membership.pdf
http://www.faseb.org/Science-Policy-and-Advocacy/Federal-Funding-Data/Federal-Funding-by-State-and-District.aspx
http://www.faseb.org/Science-Policy-and-Advocacy/Federal-Funding-Data/NIH-Research-Funding-Trends.aspx
http://www.faseb.org/Science-Policy-and-Advocacy/Federal-Funding-Data/Education-and-Employment-of-Scientists.aspx
http://www.faseb.org/Science-Policy-and-Advocacy/Federal-Funding-Data/Education-and-Employment-of-Scientists.aspx
https://www.faseb.org/Portals/2/PDFs/opa/2013/PhysicianScientistsFinalPaper.pdf
http://www.fasebj.org/content/28/3/1049.full.pdf+html?sid=703edf23-4060-4d9a-a7ac-a24aff807b4b
http://www.fasebj.org/content/28/3/1049.full.pdf+html?sid=703edf23-4060-4d9a-a7ac-a24aff807b4b


 

Publications 

FASEB’s Office of Public Affairs publishes reports, articles, and essays to help keep its member 

societies and other scientific organizations abreast of policies impacting biological and 

biomedical sciences. These include: 

 

 The Washington Update, a biweekly newsletter, featuring FASEB public affairs 

activities and reports, the “inside scoop” on Capitol Hill science policy issues,  the 

FASEB “Society Spotlight,” and highlights of relevant science agency news and 

meetings 

 

 Breakthroughs in Bioscience, a series of essays that illustrate recent breakthroughs in 

biomedical research and their importance to society 

 

 Horizons in Bioscience, a series of shorter essays describing scientific discoveries on 

the brink of clinical application 

http://washingtonupdate.faseb.org/
http://www.faseb.org/Resources-for-the-Public/Breakthroughs-and-Horizons-in-Bioscience.aspx
http://www.faseb.org/Resources-for-the-Public/Breakthroughs-and-Horizons-in-Bioscience.aspx

