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Dr. Small completed his undergraduate training in mathematics at Dartmouth College, his Ph.D. in 

cognitive science and artificial intelligence (Computer Science) at the University of Maryland, and his M.D. 
at the University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry. He completed a residency in neurology at 
the University of Pittsburgh, where he served as Chief Resident. He was recruited to The University of 
Chicago in 1999 to found the Brain Research Imaging Center, which he directed from its inception in 2000 
until 2006, and to the University of California, Irvine in 2010 to become the fourth Chair of the Department 
of Neurology and the first Stanley van den Noort Endowed Professor. 

Dr. Small devotes his major efforts to the area of higher cortical function. He is widely renowned for 
his work in the neurobiological mechanisms underlying human language in both children and adults, and 
on the effects of neonatal and adult stroke on the underlying language networks. He has further pursued 
work in biologically based neurological therapeutics to remediate language and motor dysfunction after 
stroke. Small has been a pioneer in the field of human neuroscience, the endeavor to understand the 
anatomy and physiology of the human brain and its relation to function by direct investigation of human 
subjects. His recent work focuses on the interactions between the neural systems for controlling movement 
and those related to speech production and comprehension. Basic scientific findings such as this one have 
led to major efforts to remediate the long-term effects of stroke, including language disorders (aphasia) 
and hand motor dysfunction. 

 

For more information on this session visit: http://www.actscience.org/. 
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