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WELCOME! 
 
As the General Chairman for the 2015 Academy for Sports Dentistry 
Symposium, I would like to welcome you to Chicago.  This is our 33rd 
annual meeting, which is being held at the beautiful InterContinental 
Chicago hotel on the Magnificent Mile in downtown Chicago.  I believe 
that our committee has put together a great line-up of speakers. 
 
We start off with the Team Dentist™ course on Thursday, June 25, 
which will be mediated by Dr. Steve Mills.  For all interested in 
becoming a certified team dentist, this course is an absolute must!  

We will have presentations including the responsibility and tools required for a team 
dentist; the legal ramifications that go along with this role; dental trauma and 
concussions which may result from sports injuries; and medications a team dentist is 
allowed to prescribe for athletes.  At the conclusion of the course, all participants will 
learn how to make a custom pressure laminated mouthguard during the hands-on 
workshop. 
 
The Symposium will then begin on Friday, June 26.  We will begin with an 
understanding of evidence-based dentistry, the importance of proper scientific research, 
and the use of trial studies related to dentistry.  Dr. Julie Frantsve-Hawley will explain 
how a solid scientific approach will help us to better educate our athletes regarding 
many of the dental products they are inundated with on a daily basis.  We will continue 
with another presentation in this field by Dr. Bob Weyant, who will explain the 
importance of evidence-based dentistry as it applies to sports dentistry. 
 
We will continue the day with quite a bit of local talent from the Chicago area.  We will 
have a presentation about the risks and rewards that go along with the care of treating a 
professional athlete, as presented by Dr. Chuck Bush-Joseph, team physician of the 
Chicago White Sox.  This will be followed by a lecture on the acute care and treatment 
of players on the Chicago Bulls by one of the members of their medical staff, Dr. Peter 
Chemello. 
 
The afternoon session will continue with a local board certified pediatric dentist, Dr. Mira 
Albert, who will educate us on the treatment of the younger population from tots to 
teens.  She will also give us an update on her involvement with the TeamSmile® 
organization in conjunction with the Chicago Bears.  The afternoon will finish with a 
team dentist from the Chicago Blackhawks, Dr. Russ Baer, who will educate us on the 
treatment of missing anterior teeth in the athlete and the use of dental implants.  After 



Dr. Baer, we will be offering another hands-on workshop – this one will be on various 
suturing fundamentals and techniques.  
 
Saturday we will begin with a presentation by Mr. Bo Leonard, the head athletic trainer 
for the Chicago Fire, Chicago’s professional soccer team.  He will educate us on the 
medical staff role in professional sports from the athletic trainer's view.  This will be 
followed by a presentation by Mr. Robert Ogar, who will educate us on the 
implementation of his mouthguard program for high school athletes.  We will conclude 
the morning session with a presentation by Dr. Dena Garner, who will share with us her 
research on the importance of mouthpiece design and its effect on oxygen and carbon 
dioxide dynamics.  
 
The afternoon session will begin with Dr. Steven Broglio, who will educate us on his 
research relative to the science and media of sport concussion.  This will be followed by 
a presentation by Dr. Dan Brett titled "The Intelligent Mouthguard."  We will conclude 
the Symposium with our poster presentations by some of the up-and-coming educators 
in the field of sports dentistry.  
 
On the social front, we always look forward to our annual Recognition Luncheon, where 
we pay tribute to Dr. Steve Mills for his steadfast dedication and commitment to ASD.  
This is followed on Friday evening by our President’s Reception. Back by popular 
demand will be Drs. Hans Stasiuk and Jan Chithalen, who will be in charge of our live 
and silent auction items.  They will make sure to help you keep your hands up in the air 
and raise some money for the ASD Research and Education Fund.  At the time of this 
publication, we are hoping to secure visits to the Chicago Sports Museum as well as an 
option of a night out at a local favorite comedy club – Second City.  
 
As you can see, we have a full schedule of education and fun for all!!  This Symposium 
is an opportunity for those with an interest in sports dentistry to come together and 
share their knowledge, expertise and enthusiasm in the treatment and prevention of 
dentofacial trauma in our athletes.  For our members, I encourage you to bring 
colleagues and expose them to all that the Academy for Sports Dentistry has to offer.  
 
I look forward to seeing all of my old friends as well 
as making many new friends.  We can all benefit and 
learn from each other and discuss sports dentistry 
over some deep dish pizza – Chicago style! 
 
Jim Lovelace, DDS     
  
2015 ASD Annual Meeting Chair 
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