
ASHI Member Spotlight 

 

Name & Credentials: Arianne M. Mankey, BS, CHS 

Job Title: Supervisor, Serology Area 
 
Place of employment: Stanford Blood Center 
 
Graduated from: Michigan State University 

 
How long have you been an ASHI member? 14 years 
 

When did you attend your first ASHI meeting? The first ASHI 

Meeting I attended was Washington D.C. in 2005. I remember 

being overwhelmed by the scope of the meeting, and not knowing anyone there except my 

director.  

What made you decide to work in HLA: Dr. John Gerlach was my Immunology professor at 
MSU. He had announced one day to the class that he was looking for a lab assistant at his HLA 
lab, so I applied. I spent a couple of years washing dishes, making saline, and oiling Terasaki 
trays, truly learning HLA from the ground up. When I was about to graduate, Dr. Gerlach offered 
me a position at the lab, to train as a technologist. Accepting that offer turned out to be one of 
the best decisions of my life!  
 
Most rewarding aspect: I find this career to be rewarding in many ways. Since moving to 
Stanford, I have seen countless articles and news reports about the patients who have been 
transplanted here. The HLA lab is never mentioned, but I know the work that went into helping 
those people. Being a part of that, knowing what we do helps save lives is what keeps me 
going. I sometimes feel like a superhero! On a personal level, what really keeps me hooked is 
that the work is challenging, the field is constantly evolving, and I have been given opportunities 
far beyond what I could have hoped. Also, thanks to ASHI, I have had the honor of meeting and 
working with many incredible people from all over the world!  
 
Fun fact: I originally wanted to go into theater or music, but I was too practical, and chose 
science instead. While working at Michigan State, I moonlighted as a dance instructor, though 
that ended when I moved to California. Now, I just read a lot of books and try my hand at 
interesting homemade ice cream flavors (my best so far is bourbon-vanilla ice cream with a 
burnt caramel swirl).  


