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Sebastiaan Heidt and Eric Spierings are the co-chairs for the 18th IHIWS with the intended 
date being in May 2021. The 18th IHIWS will be supported by the Dutch HLA Working Party 
(HLA-WN), consisting of many internationally well-respected professionals in the 
Immunogenetics and Histocompatibility field.  
 

The organizing committee has a 
strong commitment and aims to be 
very active in making sure all goals 
of the parts of the workshop are 
reached. The organizing committee 
will be supported by a scientific 
advisory committee with long-
standing individuals in the field of 
Immunogenetics and 
Histocompatibility. 
 

Preliminary Program 
- HLA Epitopes: definition and confirmation of B cell epitopes on HLA  
- HLA Epitopes: epitope distribution for different ethnicities 
- HLA Epitopes: Development of a uniform nomenclature 
- NGS: allelic typing for the HLA region and for KIR 
- NGS: speed, epitope typing, multiplexing. How well do low resolution typing results 

translate to high resolution? 
- Hematopoietic cell transplantation 
- Population genetics: HLA allele frequencies, linked to HLA epitopes 
- Reproductive immunology: HLA-E/C/G polymorphism  
- Reproductive immunology: Immunological consequences of reproduction: NIMA/IPA 
- The evolution of HLA 
- Digital communication of Immunogenetics and Histocompatibility data 

 
Stimulating participation 
For a successful workshop, international collaboration is pivotal. The involvement of the 
international societies for Histocompatibility and Immunogenetics is an important way to 
get a balanced program and reach a large number of participants. For several research 
questions and clinical applications, collecting histocompatibility data from diverse ethnic 
populations is of the essence. To be able to collect data from several ethnic populations 
throughout the world we aim to install local hubs, with dedicated renowned scientists from 
that area leading the data collection in those hubs.  
 
 
 
 



We already have instigated such 
hubs in South America, Asia-
Pacific, and China. By using 
established laboratories as local 
hubs, a buddy/mentor system 
will be installed, allowing for less 
experienced laboratories to 
include their vital data to the 
workshop and increasing both 
the quantity and quality of the 
data obtained. 

 
IHIWS Venue: The Westergasfabriek 
The Westergasfabriek is a renovated 19th century industrial complex set in a beautiful 
landscaped parkland, just a stone’s throw away from Amsterdam city centre. The 
monumental buildings and the surrounding park of the Westergasfabriek form a 
multifunctional space and a modern urban park with international appeal. There is nature, 
room to work, space for large and small events and a variety of catering, theatre and 

exhibition facilities.  
 
 
The 35th EFI Conference 
The 18th IHIWS will directly be 
followed by the 2021 annual 
EFI meeting in Amsterdam, the 
Netherlands. This joint 
structure will allow for the 
participants of the 18th IHIWS 
to join the 2021 annual EFI 
meeting.  
 
Follow the news 
More information will soon be 
available via the IHIWS 
website, ihiws.org.  
 

http://ihiws.org/

