
In memory 
 
Dr. Paul Terasaki passed away last week in his home in Los Angeles. The 
Histocompatibility and Transplantation communities have lost one of their greatest 
pillars. Dr. Terasaki was an outstanding and relentless scientist who, despite 
criticism at times, continued to work on proving the significant role of HLA 
antibodies in organ transplantation outcome. His inventions throughout the years 
contributed significantly to shaping the field of histocompatibility testing as we 
know it today. For example, the creation of the Terasaki trays, a vehicle that allowed 
performing microlymphocytotoxicity assays, preserving the precious patient serum 
and donor cells.  This seemingly simplistic tool was a major driver in making 
histocompatibility testing available in laboratories around the world. A more recent 
innovation was the solid phase assay to test for HLA antibodies. With that in hand, 
Dr. Terasaki finally substantiated his long term claim, or what came to be known as 
the Humoral Theory of Transplantation. A pioneer in our field, Dr. Terasaki was 
awarded the TTS Medawar Prize in 1996, together with Jon Van Rood and Jean 
Dausset. In 1997 he was the recipient of the AST/Roche Distinguished Life Time 
Achievement Award. More recently he received the UKRO Lifetime Achievement 
Award.  
As part of his generous support of histocompatibility sciences, Dr. Terasaki together 
with ASHI, established an award to recognize outstanding scientists working in the 
field of histocompatibility – the Paul I Terasaki Clinical Science Award. In memory of 
Dr. Terasaki we have asked the recipients of this award to share with us their 
thoughts and stories about Dr. Terasaki. Starting this week, we have a short column 
from Michael Cecka, to be followed by additional columns in the next few weeks. 
The ASHI community will commemorate the memory of Dr. Terasaki and his 
contribution to our field throughout the coming year. We invite each of you to share 
your personal thoughts and stories and add them to our collection. 
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