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Name: John Schmitz 
 

Job Title:   
Professor, Pathology & Laboratory Medicine and 
Microbiology/Immunology UNC Chapel Hill 
Director, Histocompatibility and Flow Cytometry   
Laboratories Associate Director, Clinical   
Microbiology/Immunology Laboratories UNC Hospitals 

   

Place of Employment:  
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
 
Graduated from:  
University of Wisconsin – Madison (BS, MS and Ph.D. in 
Microbiology/Immunology) 
 

 
Please share a brief story about how you became involved with ASHI, and how your 
involvement grew into your position as ASHI President?  
 
My involvement in ASHI started during my training and by volunteering (something that ASHI 
members are good at!) as an inspector.  I had the benefit of working with a number of 
outstanding directors as well as meeting many great people who put my name out there for 
various committee roles.  Eventually I had the opportunity to join the ARB and work my way up 
to program director.  I eventually had the opportunity to join the Board and now have assumed 
the role of President. 
 
How long have you been an ASHI member?  24 years  
 
Tell us about your first ASHI meeting. 
I believe it was in Dallas – around 1994.  Being my first meeting it was a little overwhelming in 
the sense that I really needed to learn a lot.  I remember thinking that I really liked the size of 
the meeting.  I was used to going to very large meetings like ASM and the smaller size was 
enjoyable and allowed lots of opportunities for interaction. 
 
Which Committees have you served on?  
I have served on DTRC, ARB, Directors Affairs, Nominations, External Affairs, and the ASHI 
Board of Directors.  
 
What made you decide to work in HLA?  
My career goal from graduate school was to direct a clinical laboratory.  At that time, I did not 
have a specific subspecialty in mind, however, I was very intrigued with immunology.  After 



graduate school and a post-doctoral fellowship in Medical Laboratory Immunology, I was 
presented with the opportunity to train and eventually serve as director of the new HLA 
laboratory at UNC Hospitals. This opportunity was a no-brainer for me - my wife and I got to 
stay in North Carolina and I had the opportunity to get further training in an immunologically-
focused area.  Only after I began training did I really come to appreciate and value what a close 
relationship the HLA lab has with the clinical team and what an important role the lab plays. 
 
What do you find most rewarding about your work?  
I find that being part of a team that is focused on providing life-saving transplants is most 
rewarding.  I respect the skill and dedication of the professionals that make up the team and am 
grateful for the respect and value placed on what the laboratory does as part of the team. 
 
What would you be doing if you weren't at your current job?  
I would like to say that I would be a professional golfer – but if anything I am realistic.  If I had a 
choice outside of laboratory medicine it would probably be woodworking – one of my hobbies. 
 
What more are you wanting in your career right now?  
I would really like to become a better teacher.  I enjoy teaching and feel that it is an act that can 
have long term impact on others. 
 
What kind of impact do you believe you have on people?   
I think that I lead by example.  I hope to make people aware of opportunities and do what I can 
to assist them in taking advantage of their opportunities.  
 

 
   


