
 

 

Name & Credentials:  Anne Halpin, MSc, RT, CHS 

Job title and place of employment: Laboratory Scientist, Alberta Health 

Services, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 

Graduated from: I graduated from the University of Alberta (BSc in 

Medical Laboratory Scientist) and Trinity College, Dublin (MSc in 

Community Health). I’m also currently enrolled in graduate studies, back at 

the University of Alberta. I’m not sure that I can recommend the mid 40’s 

PhD study while holding down a job and raising young children, but it hasn’t 

killed me… yet.  

How long have you been an ASHI member? So long! Since 1995. 

Memories from your first ASHI meeting: 

The first ASHI meeting I attended was held in Dallas, TX in 1995. I was 

working at UTSWMC at the time. I think it must have all been a bit 

overwhelming as I can’t remember much about it! Also, I think that 

attending a meeting in the city where you live doesn’t give you the whole 

meeting experience. The following year I went to the ASHI meeting in San 

Diego. That was the meeting where I got much more of a chance to meet 

other ASHI members from all over.  

What made you decide to work in this field?  

It was sort of serendipity. In the third year of my undergraduate degree, I 

had to select from a list of topics to write a literature review. And I 

happened to choose a topic related to MHC in antigen presentation 

although I’m pretty sure I didn’t really understand what MHC even was at 



the time! In the last year of that degree, I had to carry out a research 

project and I was so disappointed that there was no HLA related project on 

the list to choose from. I approached the lab and asked if they had anything 

for me to work on. And they did… the project was an evaluation of immuno-

magnetic beads vs. nylon wool for B cell isolation. Obviously that was a 

while ago! I was hooked and was very lucky to get a job in that HLA 

laboratory when I graduated that year.   

What do you find to be the most valuable aspect of your work?  

I don’t know if I can just pick one aspect so I’ll cheat and highlight a few of 

them. I think that perhaps my favourite thing about HLA is its community. 

People in our field are so quick to share expertise, lend a hand with a new 

method, share procedures, reagents, and QC samples, and to mentor new 

members. I suppose it’s sort of related, but I have also really enjoyed my 

time on the ASHI Proficiency Testing Committee. It’s given me the chance 

to get to know and work with many other ASHI members from all over the 

world. So many of our colleagues generously volunteer much of their time. I 

also always enjoy interacting with our clinical transplant teams. I am always 

learning from them and I think that they enjoy getting a little more fluent in 

‘HLA speak’. And last, but certainly not least, I have had the opportunity to 

interact with several transplant recipients and donors. I am always inspired 

by their strength and their stories. I suppose that’s why we all do what we 

do!  

Fun personal fact about you:  

I love to trail run and hike and I actually like winter and snow (although 

Canadians always reserve the right to complain about the cold weather).  

 


