
ASHI Committee Highlights 
 

 
Committee Name: Proficiency Testing Committee 
 
Committee Chair: Kelley M.K. Hitchman, MS, PhD, D(ABHI) 
 
Committee Goals: To partner with histocompatibility and immunogenetics laboratories around the world to 
achieve the highest standards and continuous quality improvement in clinical testing and patient care 
 
Committee Responsibilities:  

 Evaluate PT criteria in accordance with changing methodologies, nomenclature and regulations 

 Review participant testing results and create and review survey reports 

 Participate in discussions concerning the grading of unusual, unexpected or complicated proficiency 

testing results   

 Respond to participants’ PT suggestions and concerns  

 Design and maintain testing challenges to demonstrate proficiency in a wide array of clinical 

immunogenetics and transplantation-related tests   

 Communicate with the ASHI Accreditation Review Board to identify accreditation issues related to 
proficiency testing and how these may impact the ASHI PT program and the ASHI community 

 
Time Commitment: About 10 hours per week 
 
1. What is the biggest contribution this committee has made to ASHI and its members?   
The ASHI Proficiency Testing Committee provides data to the subscriber community, in real-time, that displays 
laboratory consensus and analytic evolution across the most commonly utilized technologies in our field. 
 
2. Name a project this committee is most focused on right now.  
Provision of simulated virtual crossmatch challenges to the subscriber community utilizing AC-survey data for 
assessment of individual laboratory virtual crossmatching practices. 
 
3. Why should members join your committee? 
We are a very tight-knit committee with opportunities for innovation, advancement and leadership experience. 
The daily operations of the ASHI PT Program lead to meaningful discussions for our individual practices and 
allow committee members to participate in in-depth discussions with leaders in the HLA community.  
 
4. Describe how this committee is connected to other committees within ASHI.  
The ASHI PT Committee makes regular decisions that influence and require feedback from the ARB. We share 
many concerns with both the ARB and QAS Committees, as the data collected by each subscribing laboratory 
through proficiency testing is utilized for accreditation and standards maintenance and adherence. As 
proficiency testing is a part of required laboratory practice, we even hold implications for the DTRC, as future 
directors must learn the importance and necessity of proficiency testing. 
 
5. As the committee chair, how has this volunteer position helped you grow professionally?  
My activities in the ASHI Proficiency Testing Committee have been invaluable to my development as an HLA 
Laboratory Director. This committee has given me new ways to think critically about the data that the 
laboratory produces and the data that new assays on the market may influence our field. There are so many 
ways to translate and report HLA data, and the choices of how to report these data are varied and are critical. 
Of the utmost importance, I have had the honor and true privilege to learn from some of the most 
accomplished directors, technologists and ASHI program personnel in our field through participation in this 
committee. Past committee members stay involved in the ASHI PT Committee and have always been gracious 
in their input, historical insights and knowledge sharing. New and current members of the ASHI PT Committee 
are encouraged to let-loose their innovative and fresh ideas, from which the subscriber community and I have 
benefited greatly. 


