
ASHI Member Spotlight 

  
 

Name & Credentials: David Partlow, MS, MBA MT(ASCP), CHS(ABHI) 
 
Place of employment: The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center 
 
Graduated from: The University of Texas Medical Branch  
 
How long have you been an ASHI member? 10-15 years 
 
When did you attend your first ASHI Meeting? I think my first ASHI 
meeting was a regional meeting where Dr. Stastny presented the year 
after he was the ASHI president. The one memory that sticks out was 

being introduced to Dr. Stastny and that our lab director had worked with him at UT 
Southwestern in Dallas.   
 
What made you decide to work in HLA? My undergraduate degree was in Biology with a 
major in Immunology. I always wanted to work in a lab related to immunology. After working in a 
general hospital clinical lab, I found out about the transplant program and the HLA lab that 
supported that program was an immunology lab. I got to know one of the HLA techs who 
explained what they did and I was hooked. I knew this was where I wanted to work and as soon 
as they had an opening I applied. I think it took about two years on the waiting list because no 
one ever left that lab, but the rest is history.  
 
Most rewarding aspect: I have worked in many different labs from general chemistry hospital 
labs to large academic medical center labs where a specimen it is just a sample and you report 
out test results. In this field it is much more than that because you know you are part of the 
clinical decision of whether a patient is transplanted or not. The testing we do directly impacts 
our patients waiting for a transplant. The most rewarding aspect is being part of the clinical team 
and knowing that what we do makes a difference.  
 
Fun fact: I really like watching DIY shows to learn about how to do stuff. Growing up, my dad 
always fixed stuff around the house or just built stuff as a hobby. He once rebuilt our house after 
a fire. I learned that from him so now each house/condo I have owned has been a fixer-upper 
that I rehabbed myself and then sold.  


