
ASHI Member Spotlight 

 

Name & Credentials: Walter Herczyk, BS, 

MT(ASCP), CHS(ABHI) 

Job Title: Laboratory Administrative Director 

Place of employment: Gift of Life Michigan 
 
Graduated from: Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania 
 
How long have you been an ASHI 
member? 27 years 

 
When did you attend your first ASHI Meeting? My first meeting was the one held in LA, back 

in 1990. The memory that stands out was that it was where I took the CHT exam. I was nervous 

about the meeting because it was my first meeting and I just did not know what to expect. To be 

honest, the meeting was overwhelming because of all the information presented during the 

week. I thought there is no way I was going to retain any information, let alone, try to present it 

once I got back to the laboratory. The other memory from that meeting was that the movie 

premier for “Dances with Wolves” was held the same week across from the hotel. I went over to 

see what movie stars I could recognize. When I was coming back to the hotel, Bob Saget was in 

the lower lobby. I got a photo with him to show my niece, who was a huge “Full House” fan at 

the time. I scored big uncle points with that photo. 

What made you decide to work in HLA? I got into the field when a friend who was working in 
the HLA lab at Allegheny General Hospital told me that they were interviewing for an open 
position. I was fortunate enough to get the job and I have been hooked on the field ever since. 
 
Most rewarding aspect: There are several aspects of the job that I find extremely rewarding. 
First, it is knowing that we are helping recipients waiting for a transplant by providing information 
to the transplant team that will help them receive the best possible organ. Second, it is the ever-
changing field of Histocompatibility that continually piques my interest. Just when you think you 
have it all figured out, something new comes along….no reason to be bored. My most rewarding 
aspect is the people who I have met from being in the field for 25+ years. The best way to 
describe them are mentors, colleagues and most of all, friends. Without them, I would not have 
had the opportunity to grow in the field. 
 
Fun fact: Two of my passions are snow skiing and photography.  


