
ASHI Member Spotlight 

 

Name & Credentials: Luis G. Hidalgo, Ph.D., D(ABHI) 
 
Place of employment: University of Alberta Hospitals 
 
Graduated from: University of Alberta (Ph.D.) 
 
How long have you been an ASHI member?  9 years 
 
When did you attend your first ASHI meeting? ASHI 2008 in 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Being new to the field of HLA and 
being from Canada, it was nice to have the ASHI meeting held in 
a Canadian city.  

 

What made you decide to work in HLA? My graduate studies were in the area of transplant 
immunology using mouse models. During my post-doctoral work, I continued working in 
transplant immunology but in humans. To me histocompatibility is a form of applied human 
transplant immunology. After learning that there would be an employment opportunity at my 
center, this seemed like a natural next step which I am happy that I took. 
  
What do you find to be the most rewarding aspect of your work? As an HLA laboratory 
director, you have the ability to influence physicians' decisions about which patients are 
transplanted. Knowing that the clinical teams in our hospital depend on us for HLA/ 
immunological risk advice is something that keeps me motivated to learn how to give the best 
advice based on current scientific knowledge. I find it extremely rewarding when we manage to 
transplant patients who are highly sensitized and are free from early post-transplant 
complications. 

Tell us a fun fact about yourself. For as long as I can remember I have always enjoyed going 
on long bicycle rides, both on trails and on bike paths or highways. I find cycling therapeutic 
during most of the year. Once the snow is on the ground, I enjoy downhill skiing. I have little 
trust in others fixing things for me and enjoy tinkering with anything mechanical. Because of this 
I was a bike mechanic and ski technician for a number of years. It helped to pay for these 
expensive hobbies during my undergraduate and graduate studies and now is something I enjoy 
doing when I am not actually riding or skiing. 

If you would like to be featured in an upcoming Member Spotlight, please complete this online 
form.  
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