
 

Name & Credentials: Sam Ho, PhD, D(ABHI) 

Job title and place of employment: Chief Laboratory Officer, Gift of Life 

Michigan  

Graduated from: Baylor University 

 

How long have you been an ASHI member? 10 years 

Your first ASHI meeting (where was it held? when? special memories?  
Back in 2008, while I was excited to attend my very first ASHI meeting in 
Toronto, other than my mentor I didn’t know anyone at this time. I still 

remember at the reception I was eating my food and drinking my beer by myself in the back corner of the 
ballroom. I did feel a bit left out and couldn’t wait to go back to my hotel room. Fortunately, over the years 
I have gotten to know some very fine people from the field and have developed lifelong friendship with 
many. 
 
What made you decide to work in this field? While the majority of my graduate school classmates were 

working towards finding cures for cancers or some sort of metabolic diseases, I was the only 
unconventional one studying pigs (i.e. swine leukocyte antigen), for which I was often made fun of 
("oink oink"). Thanks to my mentor at the time, who was not only a “pig” scientist but 
also a HLA lab director and blood banker, for guiding me into the field of clinical 
histocompatibility.  

What do you find to be the most rewarding aspect of your work? Simply knowing that, after the 
transplant, some patients would survive to see their family, while others would no longer have to go 
through dialysis, is the most rewarding aspect of what I do every day. Although always behind the 
scenes, I feel so blessed to be able to help save and heal the lives of those who are in need of transplant! 
 
Tell us a fun fact about yourself...likes? dislikes? Hobbies? I had wanted to become many things 

throughout my life professional bowler, badminton player, race car driver, astronomer……etc (still not 
very sure how I have landed on becoming a tissue typer!). Lately, I simply enjoy staying home and 
spending time with my 9 and 4-year-old doing silly things. 


