
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Valued Pharmacy Patient, 

We want to inform you of an important change in the classification of prescription products that contain 

hydrocodone.  The Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) is requiring that all prescription products 

containing the active ingredient hydrocodone be reclassified from a Schedule III to a stricter Schedule II 

Controlled Substance.  These changes will take effect on October 6, 2014. 

What products are affected?   

There are several hundred brand name and generic hydrocodone products such as Vicodin®, Lortab®, and 

(Vicoprofen®), as well as liquid cough suppressants such as Hycodan®, Mycodone®, Tussionex®, 

Pennkinetic®, and Tussigon®.   

What does this mean for you? 

As of October 6, 2014, doctors are not allowed to issue refills on new prescriptions for products containing 

hydrocodone. Also, doctors can no longer fax or phone in these prescriptions to the pharmacy due to DEA 

regulations.   

The DEA has stated that any prescriptions for products containing hydrocodone that are issued before 

October 6, 2014 with authorized refills may be dispensed, if such dispensing occurs before April 8, 2015. 

While the refills are valid, our pharmacist may not be able to fill these prescriptions due to multiple factors 

related to state law and insurance-related issues which may prevent the pharmacy from refilling the 

prescription.  Because of this uncertainty, we recommend that you contact your doctor to obtain a new 

prescription even if you have refills remaining.  

What do you need to do? 

Beginning October 6, 2014, for any new prescription for a hydrocodone containing product, you will need to 

contact your doctor and have them issue you a written prescription that must be brought to the pharmacy to 

be filled, or sent to the pharmacy electronically by your doctor if both your doctor and the pharmacy have 

that capability to send and receive such prescriptions. Also, if you have a current prescription for one of these 

products that has refills remaining, we strongly encourage you to contact your doctor for a new prescription 

now.   

We apologize for any inconvenience this may pose to our valued patients; however we wanted to provide 

advanced notice and work together with our patients and doctors to ensure continued access to these 

medications.  Please do not hesitate to ask our staff if you have questions.  Thank you for your trust in our 

pharmacy, it is our pleasure serving you. 

 

  

Sincerely, 

Your Pharmacy Staff 
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