
State Legislation Progresses & New Chicago Ordinances Introduced 
 
With the Illinois General Assembly scheduled to wrap up its spring session in less than two weeks, CAA 
has been busy tracking legislation impacting the multifamily housing industry.  As previously reported, we 
are supporting several bills including HB 4609 (Feigenholtz), which would prohibit the state fire marshal 
from issuing high rise sprinkler mandate rules, HB 1532 (DeLuca/T. Cullerton), that would help facilitate 
the eviction of tenants cited for violations of local “criminal housing” ordinances, and HB 5395 (M. Davis), 
which would speed the eviction process in Cook County by limiting the number of stays of enforcement 
and allowing “peace officers” to execute evictions if the sheriff fails to act. 
  
Below is a summary of ordinances introduced at the April 30th City Council meeting that may affect CAA 
members.  The CAA Legislative Committee will meet on May 23rd to review and analyze these issues.  
   
High Rise Emergency Procedures (Alderman Burke) 
-- Public Safety  

 
This ordinance amending Chapter 13-78 of the Municipal Code to require Category 1, 2, 3 and specified 
Category 4 buildings to have an electronic emergency evaluation plan.  Specifically, all Category 1 (over 
780 feet) and Category 2 (over 540 up to and including 780 feet) would be required to have an electronic 
emergency plan in place.  Category 3 (over 275 feet up to and including 540 feet) and Category 4 (80 feet 
up to and including 275 feet) that are also of Class C (assembly) or Class D (open air assembly) 
occupancy would also be required to have an electronic emergency plan in place.  The ordinance further 
requires each electronic plan to contain construction details, fire protection information, site plan, floor 
plan, utility shutoffs, hazardous material details, aerial views, maps, photos, fire hydrant locations and 
identification of persons requiring assistance.  The ordinance takes effect 120 days after passage and 
publication. The CAA attended a meeting with OEMC to discuss the proposed ordinance. It was agreed 
that additional information is needed from CAA members, OEMC, Fire and Buildings about the availability 
of this additional information being proposed to be required in an electronic emergency plan to determine 
what if any of the proposed new requirements serve a purpose.  Also, additional clarification is needed as 
to what is meant by "electronic" emergency plan before assessing whether the existing submittal process 
meets this "electronic requirement". 
  
Zoning Text Amendment - Use Restrictions (Alderman Reilly) 
-- Zoning, Landmarks & Building Standards 

 
This ordinance adds Chapters 17-10-0508 and 17-17-02176.5 to the Zoning Code to prohibit temporary 
storage containers in parking spaces in accessory or non-accessory parking facilities within any D zoning 
district.  It defines a temporary storage container as a portable container, storage unit, shed-like container 
or other portable receptacle designed and used primarily for temporary outside storage of building 
materials, household goods and personal items.  A temporary storage container does not include a refuse 
container or a dumpster. This ordinance was proposed to address a situation where a temporary storage 
container or POD was placed in a public parking garage taking up a parking space and creating an 
unsightly presence.  Additional information is needed from CAA members as to whether or not buildings 
either allow contractors working in the building to temporarily place a storage container in the parking lot 
while doing work in the building or allow tenants to temporarily place a storage container in the parking lot 
to accommodate a move. 
  
Commercial Advertising (Alderman Quinn) 
 -- License & Consumer Protection   

 
This ordinance amends Chapter 10-8-271 to prohibit the distribution of commercial advertising matter in a 
residential building that would make a hole, remove paint or otherwise damage the surface of any 
structure.  It also specifically prohibits distribution of commercial advertising matter in such a way that 
could cause the material to dislodge and blow away.  Distribution of commercial advertising matter is 
lawful if it place in a person's hand or if the owner or manager of the premises has posted express written 
consent authorizing such distribution or if it is placed in a specific location designated by the property 



owner or manager, where it is unlikely to be dislodged by the elements.  It would require no trespassing 
or no solicitation signs in a place that is clearly visible to a person wishing to distribute commercial 
advertising matter.  The ordinance takes effect upon passage and publication. CAA supported this 
ordinance when it was first created several years ago.  CAA has also supported amendments to this 
ordinance, particularly to prevent commercial advertising materials from interfering with door locking 
systems.  The proposed ordinance seeks to strengthen the existing law by prohibiting the placement of 
commercial advertising matter in a place where it can become dislodged and blow around.  It also 
tightens the requirement that no trespassing signs or no soliciting signs must be clearly visible to the 
person wishing to distribute commercial advertising matter. 

 
(Content contributions provided by CAA contract lobbyist Joan Parker, Joan A. Parker Government Affairs, and Mary Kay Minaghan, 
MKM Services.) 

 


