
 

 

November 1, 2017 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

“Press Release” 

One of the oldest Massey Ferguson dealerships in Canada has decided to call it quits! 

After managing the dealership for 60 years, now at the age of 83, Jean Trudel, the owner of Trudel 

Equipment (New Liskeard) Ltd, although still in good health, believes it is now time to transfer to new 

owners but will still be around to help ensure a smooth transition. 

In 1957 Jean had bought the small dealership in Nedelec, Quebec and was approached by the 

company’s area manager at the possibility of also expanding across the border in New Liskeard which at 

the time was vacant due to financial hardships suffered by the previous dealer. 

With no great financial resources to work with and a language handicap as Jean only spoke and 

understood French, he took on the challenge of expanding into Ontario after promising himself to never 

go bankrupt and that no one would ever lose money for his actions.  His main assets were the good 

name of his father and his confidence to let him have some credit. 

“I have to say that my English-speaking customers were very nice and helpful, sometimes they laughed 

at me or I should say we laughed together at the pronunciation of some words.”  “I always treated my 

customers the way I wanted to be treated and always gave 120% of myself to help them.” 

“Contrary to what many young people in business do, every few dollars of profit earned went back into 

the business to put more parts in the bin ready to help someone in need.” 

When asked how to remain successful in business for 60 years, Mr. Trudel replied: 

“You have to treat your customers right, you have to be honest, earn their respect and give them the 

service and parts when they need it.  One VERY important factor is to surround yourself with GOOD 

employees.  Not too many businesses can say they had employees stay for 30, 40 and even 50 years.” 

Everything started in 1929 when Jean’s father, Isidore, living in Nedelec, Quebec was approached to 

start a dealership.  This was at the beginning of the great recession.  At that time the government was 

offering small parcels of land with a few dollars to whoever wanted to move to the country with their 

families who were starving in the city.  Many moved around Nedelec on bush lots, cleared some land, 

built small shacks, made a garden and worked in the bush to make a few dollars. 

In the beginning the lineup of equipment available to sell was horse drawn walking plows, spring 

harrows, potato scufflers, wooden wheel wagons and horse sleighs.  In the late 30s, the trend started to 

shift from horse-drawn equipment and people were ready to start looking at tractors but then came 

World War II and all the steel and rubber was used for war equipment.  It was only after 1945 that 

tractors and implements became available in restricted numbers. 



 

 

 

Sixty years have passed and it’s time to pass the torch… 

Jean thanks his many generations of customers for their support over the years but truthfully does not 

only consider them as customers but many as friends and thanks his employees who in most cases are 

more like family. 

As of today, November 1, 2017, the buildings and assets of Trudel Equipment in New Liskeard are being 

sold and the business now being called MCK Temiskaming Shores.  This is a division of Mega Centre 

Kubota www.megacentrekubota.com , an experienced dealership from Val D’Or, Quebec with 

approximately 60 employees. Mr. Trudel plans on staying on to help make the transition as smooth as 

possible, ensuring his customers are well looked after. All Trudel Equipment employees have been 

rehired by the new owner. 

The new owner, Bernard Levesque and his team are excited for the challenge ahead and look forward to 

meeting and greeting their new customers. 
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