
 

 

 

2019 Canadian Infrastructure Report Card (CIRC) 

Key messages 

 The 2019 Canadian Infrastructure Report Card is a timely update on the state of Canada’s 
public infrastructure. These are the roads, bridges, recreation centres, wastewater 
facilities—and more—that Canadians rely on every single day.  

 The results are clear: the state of our infrastructure is at risk. A significant amount of 
municipal infrastructure is in poor or very poor condition—and needs immediate attention.    

 This report shows the critical importance of long-term investments in renewing our 
existing infrastructure—alongside the construction of new assets.  

• Nearly 40 percent of Canada’s roads and bridges are in fair, poor or very poor condition. 
Roughly 80 percent of them are more than 20 years old.  

• More than 40 percent of local roads were build more than 50 years ago—and beyond their 
estimated life service.  

• More than one-third of recreational and cultural facilities are in fair, poor or very poor 
condition. In some categories (such as pools, libraries and community centres), more than 60 
percent are at least 20 years old.  

• 30 percent of linear potable water, wastewater and stormwater infrastructure (such as 
watermains and sewers) are in fair, poor or very poor condition.  

 The condition of our infrastructure is broadly similar in both urban and rural 
communities—highlighting the need for investments in all regions across the country. 

 The impact of climate change is adding to the growing pressures on our infrastructure.  

 Canadians should find these results concerning. Good, reliable infrastructure supports our 
quality of life. Without action now, the services people rely on today will be at risk in the 
next decade.    

 The 2019 CIRC builds off similar reports in 2012 and 2016. It’s produced by the Association 
of Consulting Engineering Companies Canada, the Canadian Construction Association, the 
Canadian Parks and Recreation Association, the Canadian Public Works Association, the 
Canadian Society for Civil Engineering, the Canadian Urban Transit Association, the 
Canadian Network of Asset Managers and the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. 

 


