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It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Camille A. Dagenais, on September 18, 2016, at 
the age of 95. Husband of the late Pauline Farlardeau, he leaves to mourn his three sons, Guy (Helen), 
Alain and Claude; as well as his grandchildren, Natalie, Keenan, Roxane and Patrick. Camille Dagenais 
was one of the Founders of the Canadian Society for Civil Engineering, and was President of the Society 
in 1972-73.  
 
 His death marks the end of an era in Canadian engineering in which it evolved an international 
reputation for excellence. He and the company he headed were leaders in this period of rapid growth in 
which they contributed to the technical and economic development of countries on other continents. 
 A graduate of the Université de Montréal École Polytechnique he joins the firm of Surveyer, Nenniger 
and Chênevert (SNC) in 1953 where he was in charge of the initial field work and studies that led to the 
construction of Manic 5 (Daniel- Johnson Dam) and he was a key figure in its design and construction. 
This high multiple-arch dam made engineering history and was featured on a Canadian postage stamp. 
This led to the design and construction of another high-arch dam, the Idukki dam in India, and to other 
large dams in Canada and abroad. 
 
 In 1966, his young partners in the firm elected him President of SNC Inc. He retired as Chairman of the 
Board and Chief Executive Officer of the SNC Group in 1986.An inspired and inspiring leader he 
spearheaded the rapid growth and expansion of the company in the international market with projects 
that covered not only power and flood control dams but mining and metallurgy, chemicals and 
petroleum, industrial plants, communications, scientific installations, economic development studies 
and plans, and rural and regional electrification. 
 
 His lifelong passionate interest in dam building led him to join and later become President, first of 
CANCOLD and later of the International Commission on Large Dams. He also served on a number of 
engineering associations and on the boards of numerous companies and institutions which reflect his 
broad interest in science, education, finance and business. 
 
 His achievements were honored by membership and later by companionship in the Order of Canada, 
and Chevalier de l'Ordre national du Québec. In 1984, he was named Canadian International Business 
Executive of the year by International Business Council of Canada and in 1988 was inducted into the 
Canadian Business Hall of Fame. He also received many honorary degrees from various universities. 
 
 A guiding principle of his career was the pursuit of excellence and he instilled this ideal in those who 
served under his leadership. This was reflected in his management style which allowed employees the 
latitude to exercise their talents, knowledge and abilities in achieving high goals. He was not only held in 
high esteem but in genuine affection by scores of SNC employees. His loss is deeply felt by those who 
survived him and is a loss to the entire engineering community. 
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