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Medicine has a long tradition of the “triple-threat”, seeking to improve human 

health through direct patient care, teaching, and research. Dr. Brown is a model of 

the “quadruple” threat, as he adds the skill of a healthcare policy advocate. As a 

mentor and now colleague, Dr. Brown has always expressed a grace in life that 

comes with his quiet dedication to doing what is right rather than what is 

convenient or self-serving. His interactions with his colleagues, students and 

patients are filled with those “aha!” moments triggered by some especially 

insightful comment or instance of kind, un-judging response to negative thinking.  

  

Dr. Brown is dedicated to bringing the best of academic medicine to the care of 

vulnerable patient populations. He currently is Chief of the Chest Clinic at San 

Francisco VA Medical Center (SFVAMC).  As a referral center for pulmonary 

patients in the VA system throughout Northern California from the Bay Area to 

Oregon border, the SFVAMC Chest Clinic cares for the sickest of sick. No mere 

administrator, Dr. Brown actively engages in patient care, working to ensure the 

continuity of care so vital to veterans who in addition to their chronic medical 

problem are also dealing with difficult, entrenched social/mental health issues.  In 

an age where healthcare has become increasingly fragmented and depersonalized, 

Dr. Brown provides critical oversight of the whole patient by providing the clinical 

knowledge and skills needed to prioritize complex medical problems. He is always 

patient and thorough, as he helps patients, their families and providers navigate the 

VA system by communicating with referring physicians, reviewing chest imaging 

and pathology reviews, and making necessary referrals for advanced care outside 

of the VA.  

  

Dr. Brown possesses a rare, keen intelligence exemplified by his ability to ask 

searching questions and sift through the superficial to understand the heart of 

complex issues and identify what needs to be done in order to move an issue 

forward. He founded the weekly SFVAMC multidisciplinary lung cancer 

conference years before “multidisciplinary” became the buzzword it is today. He is 

working to establish the SFVAMC’s lung cancer screening program and 

previously initiated another program which systematically reviews all incidentally-

detected nodules and triages their follow up. As part of this program, he helped 

establish a database now containing ~2000 patients. Through these efforts, the 

SFVAMC was recently selected as one of 8 sites nationwide to participate in the 

VA’s “Demonstration Project for Lung Cancer Screening Using Low-Dose Chest 

CT Scans”. As founder and current Director of the SFVAMC sleep program, he 



has expanded access to sleep care via telehealth to Eureka and Ukiah clinics in 

California.  

  

Dr. Brown has been an active member of ATS and CTS for over 30 years. His 

integrity and commitment to the public good have been invaluable to both 

organizations. As Chair of CTS’ Healthcare Policy committee, he works tirelessly 

to improve lung health in the state of California as our delegate to the California 

Medical Association. As the most populous state in the US, California has often 

been a leader in driving healthcare policy at the national level as well.  He has 

been instrumental in guiding CTS participation in the legislative process by 

providing key input and helping to formulate policy recommendations regarding 

sponsored legislation and positions on anticipated major legislation affecting 

physicians.    

  

In summary, Dr. Brown possesses a combination of dedication, grace, intelligence 

and integrity that is unique among his peers. His selfless commitment to 

excellence and compassion embody the ideal CTS Outstanding Clinician 

 


