
Governor Scott Signs Historic Legislation-Endorses ARNP 

and PA Scope of Practice Expansion 

 

FANA is pleased to report that Governor Scott has signed all of FANA’s 2016 

priority bills into law. 

 

HB 423 – ARNP/PA Controlled Substance Prescribing by Rep. Cary Pigman 

(R-Sebring).  This bill allows ARNPs and PAs to prescribe controlled substances 

under existing supervision and protocol requirements, and subject to a formulary to 

be developed by a committee under the Board of Nursing.   

        The committee will be made up of 3 ARNPs recommended by the Board of 

Nursing, 3 MDs or DOs recommended by the Board of Medicine, and a 

licensed pharmacist who is a Doctor of Pharmacy, recommended by the 

Board of Pharmacy.  The committee will recommend a “formulary of 

controlled substances that an ARNP may not prescribe or may prescribe only 

for specific uses or in limited quantities.”  The Board of Nursing is required 

to adopt the initial formulary recommended by the committee no later 

than October 31, 2016. 

 

        Prescriptions for Schedule II controlled substances are limited to a 7-day 

supply. 

 

        Psychiatric medications prescribed by a psychiatric nurse are not limited by 

the 7-day supply limitation and Psychiatric medications for patients younger 

than 18 years old may be prescribed only by a psychiatric nurse. 

 

        The bill requires that as part of the existing continuing education 

requirements for ARNPs, 3 hours of continuing education every two years 

must be devoted to “the safe and effective prescription of controlled 

substances.”(AANA is expressly listed as an approved provider of 

continuing education.) 

 

        The bill also states that an ARNP must have graduated from a program 

leading to a master’s or doctoral degree in order to prescribe controlled 

substances. 

 



        FANA was able to obtain an amendment that makes it clear that the 

formulary does not apply to controlled substances ordered by a CRNA for 

pre-anesthesia, anesthesia, and post-anesthesia purposes – in other words, 

the formulary will not limit the medications that CRNAs can order under 

current law.  

 

        The bill adds several disciplinary provisions for ARNPs to the Nurse 

Practice Act pertaining to prescribing controlled substances.  These are the 

same as the disciplinary provisions that now apply to physicians.  

 

HB 1241 – ARNPs and PAs Ordering Controlled Substances by Rep. Rene 

Placencia (R-Orlando). This bill amends existing Florida law to make it clear that 

ARNPs and PAs can order medications, including controlled substances, for 

administration to patients in hospitals, ambulatory surgery centers, and nursing 

homes, as authorized by protocol.  

 

HB 1061 - Multi-State Nurse Licensure Compact by Rep. Cary Pigman (R-

Avon Park).  This bill allows Florida to enter into the “Nurse Licensure Compact” 

for RNs and LPNs with more than two dozen other states, and allows nurses to 

receive multi-state licenses to practice in any of the states that are part of the 

compact. FANA supported this legislation. 

FANA would like to thank Sen. Grimsley and Rep. Pigman, and Rep. Plansencia 

for all their leadership, tenacity, and hard work during the 2016 session.  

 
 

 


