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FANA Legislative Update – Week 5 
 

By Lori Killinger, Chris Lyon, Jim Linn and Natalie Kato  
FANA Legislative Counsel 

February 14, 2020 
 
The Legislature just completed its fifth week of the 2020 Legislative Session, which means we’re 
now just over halfway done.  The House and Senate both passed their respective budgets and 
over the next few weeks will begin the process of negotiating the differences. 
 
Following is a summary of the bills we are tracking on behalf of FANA.   
 
PRIORITY SUPPORT 
 
Advanced Practice Registered Nurses – HB 607 (Pigman) 
 
HB 607 is the advanced practice nursing coalition-backed bill that would achieve independent 
practice for all Florida APRNs.  Under the bill, an APRN who holds an active, unencumbered 
license in Florida and has completed at least 2,000 clinical practice hours or clinical instructional 
hours within the previous 5 years may register to practice independently.  The bill also removes 
the “onsite medical direction” requirement for autonomous practice CRNAs who work in 
hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers. 
 
Speaker Oliva has made passage of HB 607 one of his top priorities for the 2020 Session.  FANA 
is working closely with Floridians Unite for Health Care, a coalition of business, health care, 
insurance and advocacy organizations, and the Florida Coalition of Advanced Practice Nurses to 
support HB 607. 
 
There was no action on HB 607 this week.  It has passed through two of its three House 
committees.   
 
There is also a corresponding bill, HB 7017, that sets the independent practice registration fee at 
a level not to exceed $100 and a biennial renewal fee not to exceed $50.  HB 7017 has one 
remaining committee reference.  
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PRIORITY OPPOSE/AMEND  
 
Meanwhile in the Senate, language was added to SB 1676 this week in the Senate Health & 
Human Services Appropriations Subcommittee, which would allow certain primary care APRNs 
to practice without physician supervision.  Under the bill, APRNs with at least 10,000 hours of 
supervised clinical practice could apply to practice independently, subject to approval and 
regulation by the Board of Medicine and an APRN council made up of 6 physicians and 3 APRNs.  
FANA and many other nursing organizations expressed their opposition to the amendment, as 
did the FMA and many physician groups.  Although the primary care APRN amendment added to 
SB 1676 has many problems, it is the first time that APRN independent practice in any form has 
passed a Senate committee. 
 
Prohibited Acts by Health Care Practitioners - HB 309 (Massullo)/SB 500 (Harrell) 
 
These bills prohibit health care practitioners from using certain names or titles if the health care 
practitioner is not authorized as a medical doctor, doctor of osteopathy, podiatrist or dentist.  As 
currently written, the bills would likely prohibit a CRNA from using the title “Nurse 
Anesthesiologist.”   
 
FANA has been working to oppose these bills or to secure an amendment that would prohibit 
health care practitioners, other than CRNAs and physician anesthesiologists, from using the title 
“anesthetist”. 
  
This week, HB 309 passed through its final committee in the House, Health and Human Services.  
An amendment was adopted to address issues raised by the chiropractors and optometrists but 
FANA’s concern still exists.  Thank you to Dr. Debra Diaz who did a great job speaking in 
opposition to the bill, as well as the dozen or so CRNAs and SRNAs who voiced their official 
opposition to the bill.  SB 500 has passed through two of its three committee references.  We 
continue to meet with legislators and staff to discuss our concerns with both bills.       
  
PRIORITY MONITOR  
 
Non-Opioid Alternatives Glitch Bill - HB 743(Plakon)/SB 1080 (Perry)  
 
HB 743 excludes hospice and critical care settings from the provisions of last year’s Non-Opioid 
Alternatives law, as well as allowing a provider to discuss opioid alternatives with a patient’s 
representative.  SB 1080 differs slightly from HB 743, in that it would allow an electronic version 
of the non-opioid pamphlet to be provided to a patient.   
 
HB 743 has passed through all of its committees and is on the calendar of bills available for 
consideration by the full House.  SB 1080 has passed through two of its three committee 
references.   
 
OTHER BILLS OF INTEREST  
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Department of Health – SB 230 (Harrell)/HB 1143 (Gregory) 
 
These bills are the Department of Health’s legislative package and make numerous changes to 
provisions of law relating to health care practitioners and facilities regulated by the Department.  
At this time, there is nothing in the bills impacting CRNAs but it is becoming apparent that these 
bills are likely amendment vehicles for health care related amendments.     
 
Mental Health - SB 7012 (Senate Children, Families and Elder Affairs Committee) 
 
This committee bill implements several measures related to suicide prevention.  Of interest to 
FANA, the bill requires allopathic physicians, osteopathic physicians and nurses, including APRNs, 
to complete 2 hours of continuing education renewal cycle on suicide risk assessment, treatment 
and management.   
 
SB 7012 passed this week through its first of two committee references.  There is no identical 
current House companion for this bill.   
 
Keep Our Graduates Working Act - SB 356 (Hutson)/HB 115 (Duran) 
 
These bills provide that a health care practitioner’s failure to repay a student loan or to comply 
with service scholarship obligations do not constitute grounds for disciplinary action by the 
relevant board.  
 
HB 115 passed the full Legislature this week and awaits action from the Governor.  
 
Courts – HB 211 (Fernandez-Barquin)/SB 344 (Bradley) 
 
The bills relate to public guardians, who are court-appointed officers that provide guardianship 
services to an incapacitated person.  These bills clarify that under certain circumstances, a 
physician may delegate to a qualified PA or APRN the medical examination required to prepare 
the annual report for the incapacitated person.   
 
HB 211 has passed through all of its committees and is on the calendar of bills available for 
consideration by the full House.  SB 344 has passed through two of its three committee 
references.   
 
Patient Safety Culture Surveys – HB 763 (M. Grant)/SB 1370 (Harrell) 
 
These bills require hospitals and ambulatory surgical centers to submit patient safety culture 
survey data to the Agency for Health Care Administration.   
 
HB 763 passed this week through its second of three committee references.  SB 1370 passed this 
week through its first of three committee references.   
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BILLS THAT ARE LIKELY DEAD 
 
Impaired Practitioner Program – SB 350 (Bean) 
 
This bill creates the student evaluation program within the Department of Health to fund the 
evaluation of students who are preparing for licensure as practitioners and who have or are 
suspected of having an impairment that could affect a student’s ability to practice with skill and 
safety if the student were licensed.   
 
Reinstatement of a Revoked Health Care Practitioner License – SB 692 (Pizzo) 
 
SB 692 requires, rather than authorizes, the Department of Health boards to establish rules for 
applications for reinstatement of a revoked license and requires the boards to grant applicants 
opportunities at reasonable intervals to demonstrate competencies in order to pursue 
reinstatement.   
 
Assault or Battery on Hospital Personnel – SB 950 (Rouson) 
 
SB 950 provides enhanced criminal penalties for persons who knowingly commit assault or 
battery upon hospital personnel.   
 
Medicaid Expansion HJR 247 (Polo)/SJR 224 (Taddeo) 
 
These joint resolutions propose an amendment to the state constitution to require the state to 
provide Medicaid coverage to persons under age 65 who have an income equal to or below 138 
percent of the federal poverty line.   
 
 


