
All Things 150 
Toronto’s Yonge-Dundas Square was A Place to Stand on January 24th as Minister McMahon announced the 367 
recipients province-wide of the Ontario150 Community Celebration Program.  Local indie band Ginger Ale and 
the Monowhales got the crowd dancing and singing along to the refreshed version of Ontario’s unofficial anthem, 
while several Ontario150 signature initiatives took the opportunity to introduce themselves to passers-by and 
drum up awareness of their programs.   It was a fun launch to a year-long extravaganza of celebrations across 
Ontario – from local food and multicultural festivals to sporting events, art shows and music and dance 
performances.  Find out what’s happening in your community and mark your calendars today!    
 
Ontario’s proud history comes alive as Confederation Celebration Niagara-on-the-Lake officially joins the 
Ontario150 family this week!  From April to September, a travelling showcase featuring an original play, musical 
performances and historical re-enactments will invite residents and visitors to Ontario’s first capital (and one of 
our prettiest towns!) to experience great moments in our history, including Ontario’s First Parliament and the 
passing of legislation that helped set the stage for the Underground Railway.   
 
Ontario150 announced its support last week for TIFF’s Canada On Screen project.  In this ambitious, multi-
platform project, TIFF will connect film-lovers to their past, present, and future through the celebration of film and 
other moving image media.  A list of 150 essential titles – including feature/short films, TV, music videos, 
commercials, tell the story of Ontario and Canada.  Ontarians across the province will be invited to explore these 
stories through 150 free public screenings – including rural and remote communities, live events, educational 
content, digital activations, and virtual reality projects which include indigenous themes. 
 
With cooler weather in the forecast, lace up the skates and head to Discovery Harbour to try out the new Skate 
Trail. Set along the scenic shores of Penetanguishene Bay, the unique 1.5km Skate Trail will let you get a winter 
workout and history lesson all-in-on. With live entertainment, fire juggling, face-painting and other great family 
activations, it’s an Ontario150 experience you won’t want to miss. Open until March, weather permitting – check 
the conditions before you go! 
 
Honour those in your community who lost their lives in 1917 during the Great War.  The World Remembers (TWR) 
is looking for museums, libraries, schools and other community spaces to host a public display in the weeks before 
November 11th of the names of the 20,452 Canadians who lost their lives in 1917, as well as names from other 
WW1 nations.  The names of those killed at Vimy and Passchendaele will appear in the display. A unique web-
based application allows participating organizations to bring this poignant reminder of the cost of war to the halls 
and walls of their community, while enabling families to find the exact day and time that a relative’s name will 
appear.  Connect with TWR today, theworldremembers@gmail.com, to explore this impactful way to connect with 
your community in 2017. 
 
The deadline is fast-approaching for submissions to the Lieutenant Governor’s Visionaries Prize.  Young Ontarians 
with great ideas on how to make Ontario better are encouraged to submit their essay or video by March 6. 
Winners will get a cash prize, bragging rights and a chance to make their mark on Ontario’s next 150 years!    
 
Ottawa2017 Tickets on Sale! 
Fire & Ice - Be among the 150 guests who will savour renowned Chef Marc Lepine’s delicious creations in a unique 
greenhouse setting... in winter! Tickets for February 12 event will be on sale this Friday, January 27 @ 10 am.  
SugarLumberFest - YUMMY! On April 8, embrace your inner-gourmet-lumberjack at SugarLumberFest, a huge 
urban Sugar Shack at Lansdowne!   
Canada's Table - On August 27, pull up a chair to Canada’s Table, an unprecedented culinary experience 
where Canada’s world-class food, wine and hospitality will be showcased at a single, 1000-person, open-air table 
on Wellington Street.   

https://www.ontario.ca/page/ontario150
https://www.ontario.ca/page/whats-happening-ontario
http://www.notlcanada150.ca/home.html
http://www.tiff.net/canadaonscreen/
http://www.discoveryharbour.on.ca/dh/en/Home/index.htm
http://www.theworldremembers.org/
mailto:theworldremembers@gmail.com
https://thewalrus.ca/lg-visionaries-prize/
http://ow.ly/gsdt308jPyi
http://ow.ly/PgJX308jQH5
http://ow.ly/gQ4B308jQp7


Ottawa Welcomes The World - Starting in March, embassies, high commissions and international partners will 
highlight their culture with a series of world-class events at Lansdowne Park. Dive into a unique multicultural 
atmosphere, indulge yourself in food tasting, musical celebrations, artistic performances and more!   
Urban Camping - In order to create extra accommodation space to allow as many people as possible to enjoy the 
Canada Day festivities, Ottawa is offering a unique short-term Urban Camping experience in select City parking lots 
and green spaces for tents and RVs as a family-friendly option for accommodations. Book your spot now!  
Red Bull Ice Crash - Ice cross downhill is the fastest sport on skates. Take some of the best and toughest skaters in 
the world, a sizzling atmosphere, stunning surroundings, and thousands of square metres of frozen water. The 
result? Red Bull Crashed Ice! Athletes skate down a massive ice track filled with drops, hairpin turns, and gaps at 
speeds of more than 50 km/h. World Championship points are up for grabs at each of the stops and the 
competitor who skates through the season with the most points accumulated after the races is crowned World 
Champion.  
 
You can now access Ontario’s song!  
A Place to Stand (Ontario Song) has been an unofficial anthem for the province since it was featured in the 
soundtrack for the Oscar-winning documentary that played at the Expo 67 Ontario pavilion during our 100th 
anniversary. For our 150th we’ve teamed up with Toronto indie band, Ginger Ale & The Monowhales to give this 
song a refresh that reflects today’s Ontario – a land of diversity, innovation, and opportunity. Listen to the new 
version of A Place to Stand (Ontario Song) on our webpage: https://www.ontario.ca/150  (and in French 
https://www.ontario.ca/150e) 
 
In case you missed the news release earlier this month …  
https://news.ontario.ca/mtc/en/2017/01/celebrate-ontarios-150th-anniversary-in-2017.html 
 
Fun Ontario Trivia!  
Planning on playing pick-up hockey this weekend? If you emerge unscathed, it is thanks in part to Jack Cartledge of 
Guelph who filed a patent for the hard-cup jockstrap back in 1927. Ontario-home to innovation, sports, and playing 
safe. #Ontario150  
 
In other 150 news …  
 
Microsoft Canada is celebrating Canada’s 150th with the launch of Explore. Teach. Build. Designed for K-12 
classrooms, Explore. Teach. Build gives students the opportunity to explore and learn about Canada – without 
leaving their classrooms through Skype Virtual Field Trips.  Educators can also access special lesson plans, enter 
their classroom in a Minecraft challenge to digitally construct a moment in Canada’s history or imagine the 
future.  The program builds on Microsoft’s ongoing commitment to making education immersive, inclusive and 
inspirational. The program is FREE for educators across the country. To learn more, visit 
www.microsoft.ca/exploreteachbuild to get started! 
 
A nation-wide multi-lingual contest has been launched in celebration of our nation’s 150th birthday. Here’s My 
Canada invites you to film a 30-second video via a free app to share your personal view of our country. You can 
submit your video anytime between now and September and yes, there are prizes! 
 
150 Volunteer Challenge! 2017 is the year to do something great for your community and at the same time 
celebrate Canada’s 150th birthday. Over 200 volunteer centres across the country will launch the Canada 150 for 
150 Volunteer Challenge, which asks Canadians to volunteer for 150 hours at a charitable organization.  
 
And a few other things that might be of interest, including a Canada 150 Photo Contest, another list of ways to 
celebrate the 150! And a peak at the Toronto Blue Jays red uniforms for Canada’s 150th anniversary. 
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