
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT OF THE MONTH 
 
This month, our Member Spotlight will be highlighting the career achievements of our 
immediate Past President and President-Elect, Valerie Herskowitz.  
 
Valerie's career as a speech pathologist spans the past 37 years. She was the 2004 recipient of 
the Stevie Lifetime Achievement Award for her work with individuals with autism and special 
needs children. Due to this honor, November 17, 2004 was named Valerie Herskowitz Day in 
Davie, Florida. She was also the founder of Dimensions Therapy Center, an agency which 
focused on children with developmental disabilities. In 2005, South Florida Parenting Magazine 
awarded Dimensions the Judges Choice Kids Crown Award for Best Therapy Center in South 
Florida.  
 
Valerie is the author of two books that focus on autism: Autism and Computers: Maximizing 
Independence Through Technology and Always Leave Them Laughing, which is a fictional 
depiction that deals with the subject of autism and what will happen when one out of 67 
individuals are adults with autism.  
 
Valerie has lectured all over the world on the subject of technology and computers and is also 
the mother of a 23-year-old son with autism. Her son, Blake, has been the light that has 
illuminated her path throughout her career.  
 
Presently, Valerie is an adjunct professor at Nova Southeastern University, where she teaches 
autism classes in the speech pathology department.  
 
In 2010, Valerie decided to fill a dream and studied to become a pastry chef. She trained for 
two years and upon completion of her studies, she completed the Chocolatier Certification 
program from Ecole Chocolat. During the time that Valerie was practicing her new skills, her 
son, Blake, an adult with autism by this time, had become extremely interested in the chocolate 
and pastry world as well. In 2013, after Blake graduated from high school, Valerie and Blake 
started The Chocolate Spectrum, an artisan chocolate company. In 2014, Valerie expanded the 
scope of the company and introduced The Chocolatier Training Program for young adults with 
developmental disabilities. Using the proceeds from the sale of their chocolates as well as 
donations and grants, The Chocolate Spectrum is able to provide this training free of charge to 
all participants.  
 
Recently, they have received grants from Autism After 21 and the Autism Services Council 
(autism License Plate). To learn more about this program, log onto The Chocolate Spectrum 
website at www.thechocolatespectrum.com 
 

http://us-api.mimecast.com/redirect/eNpdjjEOwjAMRe-SubSq1KHKRMUREFuX4Bpiqakj26ED4u5EqBPre_9J_-1yAOfd5XadxmEae9c4wSfxVmHRU8jUJkoIQa0FTlVDUeOEArzgfwnZKoIYREh5O6eyGt2F8KFHnWlxfmhckbUuo1n2czd3-763FhEiA6_BUDOCSUlH9ULR36f-8wUbTDuT

