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Communiqué of the 2nd IAEG Africa Regional Congress 

and 4th NAEGE Annual International Conference, 

Abuja, Nigeria. 

 

The Vice President, Africa Region of the International Association of Engineering Geology and 

the Environment, Prof. T.K.S. Abam who also doubles as the President of the Nigerian 

Association for Engineering Geology and the Environment convened the 2nd IAEG Africa 

Regional Congress and 4th NAEGE Annual International Conference between 27th and 30th days 

of October, 2019 at Hotel De Bently, Abuja FCT, Nigeria.  

The president appreciated the strong collaboration between IAEG and NAEGE and expressed the 

commitment to further deepen the professional interplay between the two organizations and their 

partners.  

The occasion which focused on the theme “Environmental and Engineering Geological 

Mapping for Sustainable Development” reviewed works during Lead Paper presentations, Panel 

Discussions, Goodwill Messages and Plenary Sessions delivered with over 150 professionals / 

participants from Nigeria, Ghana and Argentina. The discussions centered around Geo-

engineering and Environmental Geological Mapping for: (i) Sustainability of structures, (ii) Urban 

Areas, (iii) Coastal Areas, (iv) Mitigation of Mining and Drilling hazards, (v) Sustainable waste 

management, (vi) Stability of Structures in Seismically Prone Areas, (vii) Material Testing for 

sustainable roads, and (viii) Naturally Occurring Construction Materials. 

The conference explored areas of enhanced collaboration, cooperation and coordination amongst 

all stakeholders, policy and decisions makers in search for sustainable solutions to identified 

ongoing and future challenges as regard indiscriminate and misuse of the environment, notably: 

• Erections of unsustainable buildings in seismic prone areas without recourse to scarcely 

available building codes,  

• Construction of roads and structures without recourse to the varied geological substratum 

• Deep concern over evolving unethical practices and non-involvement of relevant expertise 

in sub-soil and material testing for projects from the initial stages. 

• Lack of complementary and collective responsibilities of geological expertise during 

project execution.  

• The resulting incessant collapse of building structures leading to loss of lives and property.  

• The problems of ensuring sustainable development in our populated urban centres in the 

face of ever-growing population  

• Lack of comprehensive evaluation of naturally occurring construction materials. 

 

Through exhaustive deliberations, the conference made some far reaching recommendations to the 

government as highlighted below:  
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✓        Adequate input of geoscientific expertise and data & information must be provided in 

Environmental Geological Maps (EGMs) format that is readily understood by non-

geologists. 

✓        Mainstreaming of geo-engineering knowledge in urban land use planning is particularly 

pertinent in Nigeria and in Africa which is projected to have 13 out of the 20 largest 

megacities in the world by 2100. 

✓        In view of the fact that Nigeria is seismically active, design and construction of structues 

must guarantee their stability and sustainability. 

✓        It is imperative as a necessary measure to henceforth incorporate seismic criteria in the 

site investigations for design and construction of major buildings and civil infrastructural 

projects.  

✓        Also, short and long term earthquake monitoring should be embraced by the Government 

while there is the need for geo-mapping of hazards zone with relevant codes for urban 

land-use planning. 

✓        The Government (i.e. policy makers and implementers) need to have premium 

conversations with Engineering Geology and Geo-Environmental Engineering 

professionals about the importance of the practice in respect of sustainable land-use and 

urban development. 

✓        Detailed geo-environmental mapping should be considered as a prime activity to be 

undertaken before conceptualization, design and construction of civil infrastructural 

projects. 

✓        With the emerging trends in solid waste disposal challenges in many of our urban centres 

there is the need for involvement of engineering geological expertise in the design of waste 

disposal sites so as to prevent contamination of valuable groundwater resources. 

✓        The Conference also noted the increasing frequency of failures of road infrastructures and 

recommended an urgent review of the relevant codes recognizing the diversity in sub-soil 

characteristics and meteorological conditions across the country. 

✓        Finally, it is recommended that Systematic Geo-environmental mapping of Nigeria is a 

project that should be undertaken by professionals under the sponsorship of the Federal 

Government. Funds could be drawn from Ecological Fund or from relevant Ministries such 

as Agriculture, Science and Technology, Environment, Water Resources, Petroleum 

Resources and Niger Delta Affairs. 

 

The fifth annual international conference of NAEGE was scheduled to hold at the University of 

Ibadan, Ibadan in 2020. 

 

 
Prof. Tamunoene Kingdom Abam 

IAEG Vice President (Africa); President of NAEGE 

Dated 29th October, 2019, 

Abuja, Nigeria. 


