
Inspired by the notion of developing the farm, he attended Case Institute of Technology in 

pursuit of a degree in civil engineering. Realizing it was absent from his curriculum, he took a 

geology class as a liberal arts elective. This was followed by another geology class, and 

another… and a love for rocks was stirring inside him. After completing his engineering degree, 

he participated in a summer fellowship about physical oceanography and took a geology cruise 

of the Hudson River. 

 

Clay samples taken from this cruise accompanied him in his journey to Tucson, Arizona, as the 

inspiration for his Master of Science thesis in Engineering Geology and the degree he earned in 

1965. During this time, he served as a volunteer for the Pima County Sheriff's Department 

Search and Rescue Team and learned the value of service-to-others when his small group of 

volunteers found a missing child. Upon completing his master’s degree, he served as a 

commissioned officer in the National Ocean Survey, achieving the rank of Lieutenant, and 

charted the Pacific Ocean for hazards. It was there, on a boat in the Pacific Ocean, he met 

Janet Olmstead. They married in Hawaii in 1968 and stayed for another year. Chris retired from 

the service and with Janet moved back to Tucson to complete his doctorate in Geological 

Engineering. 

 

Dr. Mathewson arrived in College Station, Texas, in 1971 as an assistant professor in 

Engineering Geology at Texas A&M University and retired as a Regents Professor Emeritus 40 

years later in 2011. During these years he dedicated his career to his students, with genuine 

concern for the value and application of what they were learning but also for their own well-

being. For 23 years he served as an academic mentor for the A&M Corps of Cadets, but 

everyone was welcome to sit with "Dr. Chris." Though not shy to talking, he knew the value of 

listening. 

 

His professional contributions extended well outside of the University to many professional 

organizations such as AEG, ASBOG, and GSA. He also enjoyed outreach education to non-

professionals, such as demonstrations in grade school classrooms and field trip leadership as 

an instructor of geology for the Texas Master Naturalist Program. Through almost five decades 

of service, he earned many honorable awards and titles, including serving as both President 

and Executive Director of AEG and receiving the first AEG Terzaghi Mentor Award. He 

presented over 400 papers, published over 90 technical papers, edited four technical volumes, 

and authored a geology textbook. Though proud of his publications and recognitions, he found 

his success in the success of his students and his profession. 

 

His joyous and passionate dedication to service is an example that will live on in all those he 

taught; family, friends, colleagues, and students. 

 

The family of Christopher Colville Mathewson has asked that donations be made to the AEG 

Foundation "Christopher C. Mathewson Texas Section Scholarship Fund." 


