
In celebration of our 30th Anniversary, The Plumbing Place is hosting the 2016  

Product Innovation Challenge.  The Plumbing Place is well known for the  

most cutting edge kitchen and bath products available.  It is in this spirit of innovation  

that professionals and students in the kitchen and bath design and construction trades 

in Florida are invited to submit entries in one of five categories.  Entry in the Challenge 

is free, and cash prizes will be awarded in each category.  An additional grand prize 

will be awarded to the overall winner whose submission will also be considered for  

development by one of our sponsors/manufacturers.  All entries must be submitted by 

January 20, 2017.  The Plumbing Place thanks the following companies for sponsoring 

The 2016 Product Innovation Challenge - 

 
 
 
 

SILVER SPONSORS 

BRONZE SPONSORS 

PLATINUM SPONSOR 

GOLD SPONSORS 
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Product Innovation Challenge 

 
 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
 

Challenge entries must be submitted on-line at www.letitflow.com.  The entry period begins  
on October 11, 2016, and all entries must be received by 11:59 pm EST, January 20, 2017  
to be eligible.  All entries must include the following: 
 

 a.  Completed and signed Registration Form (attached) 
  

 b.  A Narrative explaining the product including the products name, a brief summary  
      of the idea behind the need or desire for the product, it’s function, and how its  
      creation would improve the functionality or the aesthetics of a kitchen, bath or  
      other setting in which the product is used.   
  

 c.  A drawing allowing the judges to understand the appearance, scale and functionality  
     of the product.  Professional CAD drawings are not required, but the better the  
     sketch of the product the easier it will be to understand and judge.  Applicants may   
     receive assistance from third parties to create such drawings/renderings. 
  

 d.  Submission documentation should be attached to emails and should be easily  
              accessed by standard computer programs in formats such as Microsoft Word,  
              Publisher or Excel.  Pictures/Images should be attached as PDF’s, JPEG’s or TIF’s.   
     If submission is difficult to open/access, you will be contacted so your submission  
     can be processed. 
 
CATEGORIES 
 

1. Kitchen/Bath Fixtures (tubs, sinks, water closets, etc.)  
2. Kitchen/Bath Fittings (faucets, showers, accessories, etc.). 
3. Kitchen/Bath Furniture (vanities, storage units, islands, etc.) 
4. Kitchen/Bath Lightiing 
5. Door/Cabinet Hardware 
 

OFFICIAL RULES 
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ELIGIBILITY 
 

Employees and immediate family members of The Plumbing Place, Inc., its affiliates 
(including manufacturers, manufacturers representatives), challenge judges and other 
wholesale/retail plumbing and hardware dealers/showrooms are not eligible and are  
prohibited from entering the challenge.  Any trade professional (interior designers,  
architects, kitchen/bath companies, plumbing contractors building contractor  
representatives, , etc.) in the State of Florida, as well as architecture and design  
students currently attending an accredited school in the state of Florida are eligible  
to enter the challenge.  Applicants may submit entries in more than one category, but  
only one entry per category is permitted.  If an applicant is under the age of 18, his or  
her parent or legal guardian must sign off on their entry.  Mail-in entries will not be  
accepted.  There is no purchase necessary to enter or win, and The Plumbing Place  
reserves the sole right to determine eligibility. 
 

JUDGING 
 

The Product Innovation Challenge will be judged by a panel of qualified professionals  
representing the Interior Design, Architecture, Design Publication, Art/Design Education, 
and Manufacturing fields.  All votes and decisions are final. The final judging will take  
place by February 3, 2017, and winners will be announced at the 30th Anniversary  
Celebration to be held at The Plumbing Place showroom in Sarasota, Florida on  
Wednesday, February 22, 2017. 
 

CASH PRIZES 
 

All applicants must sign a release on the Registration Form which outlines certain rights to  
the materials, photos, drawings, etc. submitted with each entry.   
 

First Prize - Kitchen/Bath FIXTURES  $   500 
 

First Prize - Kitchen/Bath FITTINGS  $   500 
 

First Prize - Kitchen/Bath FURNITURE  $   500 
 

First Prize - Kitchen/Bath LIGHTING  $   500 
 

First Prize - Door/Cabinet HARDWARE  $   500 
 

Grand Prize - Overall Winner   $ 2,500 
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GENERAL CONDITIONS 
 
The Product Innovation Challenge is void where prohibited by law.  By entry, applicants  
warrant that their entry is their own original concept, and that the design does not infringe 
upon the intellectual property rights of any third party.  Applicants retain ownership of all  
design ideas submitted in the Challenge.  However, by submitting designs and materials in 
the Challenge, applicants irrevocably grant to The Plumbing Place, Inc. a fully paid-up,  
worldwide assignable license to use and reproduce the submitted materials and derivations 
thereof in all media for marketing and other purposes.  Applicants grant The Plumbing Place, 
Inc. permission to contact them using the contact information provided on the registration 
form.  The Plumbing Place, Inc. is not responsible for any expenses incurred by the applicant 
in connection with their participation in the Challenge, and is not required to return any  
materials submitted in the Challenge.  The Challenge may be terminated at any time.  Each 
applicant shall indemnify and hold harmless The Plumbing Place, Inc., its affiliates, assigns, 
and their agents and employees against liability should any third party claim that the use of 
materials submitted by such applicant violates any right of such third party with respect to the 
materials.  Participation in this Challenge constitutes an agreement by each applicant to be 
bound by these Official Rules.  The Plumbing Place, Inc. assumes no responsibility for any 
problems or technical issues caused by any malfunction of any telephone network or lines, 
computer systems, software, internet service provider or email systems.  The Plumbing Place 
reserves the right to disqualify persons found tampering with or otherwise abusing any aspect 
of The Challenge in their sole discretion.  By entering The Challenge, each applicant agrees 
that (a) any and all disputes, claims and causes of action arising out of or in connection with 
The Challenge, or any prizes awarded, shall be resolved individually without resort to any 
form of class action; (b) any claims, judgements and awards shall be limited to actual out-of-
pocket costs incurred in entering The Challenge, but shall in no event include attorney’s fees 
or costs; and (c)under no circumstances will any contestant be permitted to obtain any  
award for, and each applicant hereby waives all rights to claim, punitive, incidental and/or 
consequential damages and any and all rights to have damages multiplied or otherwise  
increased and any other damages, other than damages for actual out-of-pocket expenses  
incurred in entering The Challenge.  The invalidity or unenforceability of any provisions of 
these Official Rules shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other provision of  
these Rules, which shall remain in full force and effect.  The Official Rules may be changed 
and updated at any time, and applicants will be notified of such changes by contacting them 
using the contact information provided on the registration form. 
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GENERAL CONDITIONS, CONTINUED 
 

IN NO EVENT WILL THE PLUMBING PLACE, ITS AFFILIATES, ASSIGNEES, THEIR 
AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES, OR ANY CHALLENGE SPONSOR BE RESPONSIBLE OR 
LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES OR LOSSES OF ANY KIND, INCLUDING DIRECT,  
INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, CONSEQUENTIAL OR PUNITIVE DAMAGES ARISING FROM 
PARTICIPATION IN THE CHALLENGE, EVEN IF THE PLUMBING PLACE, INC. HAS 
BEEN ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES.  
 
 
JUDGES 
 
 
 
                                     
   
   Anne Folsom Smith 
   Anne Folsom Smith Interior Design 
 
 
 
 
Anne Folsom Smith has been involved in interior design and architecture for the past 36 
years.  Smith is a native of Knoxville, Tennessee, but has adopted Sarasota as her home.  
Her firm is actively involved in projects both locally, nationally and internationally. 
 

Smith’s work has been showcased in many publications, including the cover of  
Florida Design Magazine.  She was co-chairwoman of the Florida West Coast Symphony 
Designer Showcase for two years and is actively involved with several local service  
organizations. 
 

Smith is married to prominent architect and town planner Frank Folsom Smith.  Their col-
laboration has produced award winning projects throughout the world. 
 

Anne Folsom Smith always establishes a comfort level that is evident to anyone who enters 
an interior in which she and her design group have participated.  Smith’s philosophy is that 
environments should always convey a sense of understated elegance and comfort. 
 

With a double minor in music and psychology at the University of Tennessee, taught piano 
by her mother at the age of five, Smith’s main thrust is to enable people to express beauty 
and serenity in their surroundings.  By carefully choosing materials and technology for the 
home, office and business, she is contributing to the sustainability of beauty and culture.  In 
that spirit, Smith is proud to serve on the judges panel for this competition. 
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JUDGES, CONTINUED 
 
 
 
   Clifford M. Scholz, AIA, LEED AP, FGBC CA 
   President 
 
 
 
 Founded in 1992, CMSA has been making a mark in many premiere communities throughout 
Florida with custom designed residences, elegant renovations, golf course developments, and 
commercial properties.  Tapping into the talent of our highly qualified architects and designers, 
the firm has grown into a recognized and respected organization throughout southwest Florida. 
 

 As founder and namesake of CMSA, Cliff brings over 40 years of experience in architecture 
and construction.  His sense of design and clear-cut goals have guided his firm and created a 
reputation for quality and excellence.  As lead architect, he is responsible for design and  
construction management for projects consisting of custom residential developments, office 
structures, commercial renovations, golf clubs and high-rise condominium buildings.  He takes 
a proactive role in every project as the client contact, and directs his team of highly skilled  
professionals to keep every endeavor in balance. 
 

 Specializing in new construction, renovations of custom residences, waterfront properties, golf 
and country clubs, offices and various commercial properties, gives CMSA a broad range of 
experience.  Combining the tradition of cohesive architecture with the fundamentals of good 
design sets CMSA apart from all others. 
 
 
 
 
   Vicky Randall 
   Instructor - Ringling School of Art & Design 
   Owner - Vicky Randall Studios 
 
 

Vicky Randall, a South Florida sculptor, has been creating work in fabricated metals, stainless 
steel, and bronze for over 30 years. She is well known for her monumental sculptures in 
stainless steel, and her work is represented in public art installations and over fifty private  
collections in the US, UK and Germany. Her sculptures have been described as “majestic,  
lyrical and assertive of the space they occupy.” As well as delineating not only a place or 
boundary but a state of being”.  Vicky is a faculty member of the Fine Art Department at  
Ringling College of Art and Design.  She holds a BFA from Middle Tennessee State University 
and an MFA from Southern Illinois University at Carbondale. 



Page 7 of 8 

JUDGES, CONTINUED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Julie Symzak 
     Associate Publisher 
     Home & Design Magazine 
 
 
 
 
 
Julie A. Szymczak has proudly served as Associate Publisher of Home & Design Magazine 
since April 2013. Home & Design showcases the region's most inspiring design, luxury living, 
finest home products, and service providers. Julie moved to Sarasota in 2011 after living in 
Canton, Ohio most of her life. She graduated from Malone University with a Bachelor's Degree 
in Business Management. She is passionate about her job, her family, and her Cocker Spaniel, 
Sydney. In her spare time she loves to travel with her husband, go to the beach, and spend 
time with her friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
     
 
 
 
 



Product Innovation Challenge 

REGISTRATION FORM 

NAME ___________________________________________________________            
 
COMPANY  _______________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS  _______________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE  (_____) ________________________   oCELL   oOFFICE   oHOME  
 
TYPE OF BUSINESS  ______________________________________________ 
 
NAME OF SCHOOL (IF STUDENT) ___________________________________ 
 
 
 
PRODUCT NAME  _________________________________________________ 
 
CATEGORY  ______________________________________________________ 
                               (FIXTURES, FITTINGS, FURNITURE, LIGHTING, DOOR/CABINET HARDWARE) 
 
 
SCAN & SEND THIS FORM ALONG WITH YOUR NARRATIVE AND RELATED DRAWINGS/
RENDERINGS AND ANY OTHER INFORMATION YOU WOULD LIKE TO INCLUDE IN YOUR 
SUBMISSION PACKAGE AS ATTACHMENTS TO AN EMAIL TO:  WWW.LETITFLOW.COM.  
WE WILL CONFIRM RECEIPT OF YOUR ENTRY WITHIN 5 DAYS OF RECEIPT. 
 
 
 
I HAVE READ THE ‘OFFICIAL RULES’ AND MY SIGNATURE BELOW INDICATES MY 
AGREEMENT WITH THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE PRODUCT INNOVATION 
CHALLENGE. 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________________      ____________________ 
SIGNATURE         DATE 
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