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George Collins Recognized by IPEC-Americas Leadership  
 

In February of 2019, IPEC-Americas Chair, Janeen Skutnik-Wilkinson, officially launched a new 
volunteer program within IPEC-Americas to recognize the efforts of its many volunteers.  
 
During the September 25th General Update Session, she announced that George Collins, Vice 
President Vanderbilt Minerals was awarded the first “Volunteer Spotlight” award.  
 
George first learned about IPEC-
Americas during a pharmaceutical 
customer audit. He originally was 
interested in learning more about 
significant change reporting and the 
auditor suggested that he attend an 
IPEC-Americas meeting. His first 
meetings in Washington DC were so 
interesting to him that he stayed for all 3 
days of committee meetings. 
 
Once he became aware of USP Chapter 
<232>, Elemental Impurities Limits, he realized 
his company needed to get involved with IPEC-Americas since they are mineral manufacturers.  

George has been involved in IPEC-Americas activities ever since 2010. Some of his experiences 
include: Excipient GMP Auditor Training, Vice Chair Compendial Review Committee, Executive 
Committee member, and Core Team for the IPEC PQG GMP Revision Guide. He serves on behalf 

of IPEC-Americas at the USP General Notices Team and has spoken 
at the USP on behalf of Vanderbilt and IPEC-Americas. 
 
When asked how involvement with IPEC-Americas has helped to 
advance his career, George explained that the learnings and 
knowledge gained from participating in IPEC-Americas committees 
and various educational offerings helped him to think more 
strategically for his company; instead of being the plant “problem 
solver”, i.e., managing the day to day production activities, he found 
he was able to contribute more to the company as a regulatory expert 
for their business. Participating in the Excipient GMP Compliance 
Workshop help his company to become more pro-active, and to learn 
what pharmaceutical auditors expect from their suppliers.  

George has some advice for volunteers new to IPEC-Americas. He says “…it’s important to listen 
and learn, and then to contribute and speak up!  Find a mentor, ask them questions so you can 
learn and then take a chance, and jump in!”.  

Congratulations George - and thank you and Vanderbilt Minerals for your continued support of 
IPEC-Americas!  

Janeen Skutnik-Wilkinson and George Collins 

mailto:IPECAMER@aol.com
https://ipecamericas.org/excipient-learning-lab/workshops/excipient-gmp-compliance-workshop-auditors-and-auditees-2
https://ipecamericas.org/excipient-learning-lab/workshops/excipient-gmp-compliance-workshop-auditors-and-auditees-2

