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NORA REAUTHORIZED IN FARM BILL

Today, the Senate passed the farm bill conference report, H.R. 2642, by a bipartisan vote of 68 to 32, 
which ends a two year debate over U.S. farm policies.  Last week, the House overwhelmingly passed the 
report by a vote of 251 to 166.  The conference report cuts the federal deficit by $16.6 billion over ten 
years and includes a long sought PMAA legislative priority to reauthorize the National Oilheat Research 
Alliance (NORA). It was a very challenging uphill battle to have NORA included in the Farm Bill and we
have a long list of thank you's to be sent to PMAA members and legislators. 

Earlier this year, Reps. Leonard Lance (R-NJ) and Peter Welch (D-VT) introduced NORA reauthorization
legislation, H.R. 1985.  NORA companion legislation was introduced in the Senate by Sen. Jeanne 
Shaheen (D-NH) and Susan Collins (R-ME), S. 913.  Established in 2000, NORA is funded by a check-
off program that allows the industry to support and fund critical initiatives for oilheat businesses, 
technicians, and consumers.  Without Congressional reauthorization, the oilheat industry would lose its 
ability to work cooperatively to provide efficient technologies that benefit consumers and to stay 
competitive in the marketplace. The program has already provided many benefits to the industry and its 
consumers by reducing oilheat consumption by 30 percent over the last decade – nearly $600 in annual 
savings per customer.  Unfortunately, NORA expired in February 2010, but now that Congress passed the 
Farm Bill with NORA five year reauthorization legislative text included, the heating oil industry can 
move forward with funding for research, development and deployment of new ultra-efficient oilheating 
technologies such as biofuel-blended product.

Meanwhile, as reported last week, the conference report also contains a provision relating to convenience 
stores and their ability to accept SNAP benefits.  It will require retailers to offer for sale on a continuous 
basis a variety of at least seven foods in each of the four categories (1. dairy products; 2. meat, poultry, or 
fish; 3. fruits or vegetables; 4. bread or cereals) (Current law requires only three items in each category.)  
It also requires SNAP retailers to stock at least one “perishable” food item in at least three of the four 
staple food categories. (Current law requires perishable items in only two of the staple food categories.)  
Finally, the conference report requires the use of point of sale equipment (scanning or item look up 
systems) that enforces item restrictions.  The conference report represents a significant change from the 
Senate Farm Bill language which would essentially limit retailers from accepting SNAP benefits.  A 
targeted grassroots campaign by PMAA and like-minded associations helped to water-down the Senate 
version’s SNAP legislative text.

The President has indicated he will sign the Farm Bill.
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