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Your Voice is Essential:  Make a New Year’s Pledge 
   

The 114th Congress convened in Washington earlier this month. The two-year cycle begins again, 

providing opportunities – and obligations -- for gifted education advocates if we are to be 

successful in increasing federal attention to the needs of gifted and talented learners, including 

those with the potential to become high achievers. 

  

There are more than 60 new Members of Congress as well as new leaders and changes in key 

committee membership.  There is also a new balance of power in Washington – with republicans 

in control of both the House and Senate.  These significant changes mean that there is much 

information gathering and educating to do – both here in Washington and back in the states.   

  

NAGC reaches out on our members’ behalf to Congressional offices to share our priorities and to 

make the case in support of high-ability students.  However, our messages are national in scope 

– linking the development of high levels of talent to the nation’s interests and urging changes in 

federal education policy to ensure that students from every corner of the country have access to 

rigorous, challenging curriculum taught by teachers who understand the needs of advanced 

students.   

  

NAGC, though, is not a constituent of any Member of Congress.  Although we represent 

members from across the country, we don’t vote anywhere.  That’s where local advocates come 

in.  Members of Congress want to hear from the constituents who sent them to 

Washington.  They need to hear from them to make choices about what positions to take, which 



bills to support, and what legislation to introduce or cosponsor.  This information-sharing role is 

crucial and may be particularly important to gifted education advocacy because we have myths 

to dispel as well as action to request. 

  

As the Congress gets organized and gears up for the next two years, please take a New Year’s 

pledge to contact your Senators and Representative about gifted students.  If your elected 

officials serve on the House or Senate education committees, it’s even more urgent that you 

reach out soon because leaders of both committees have indicated that they will be addressing 

K-12 education legislation in the first quarter of the year. 

  

So how do you reach out and what do you say?  It’s not hard to do.  Every Representative and 

Senator has an online email form that you can use to send a message.  The Congressional 

webpages also provide information about contacting their office(s) in your state.  Some 

advocates, such as leaders of local parent groups, might want to set up an appointment in the 

local district office to talk about gifted education.  These kinds of meetings can build rapport and 

position the local group as advisors on education issues.   

 

NAGC has developed a sample message that you can adapt for your local school district and state 

circumstances.  Use it to build a message that reflects your local priorities.  The important point 

is that your message alerts your elected officials that this is a topic of concern for a 

constituent.  More than one contact with offices will be necessary to have an impact so we will 

work with you to develop additional, more specific messages as the legislative process moves 

along this year.   

 

There will be other opportunities to raise awareness about the needs of gifted students, but 

making this initial contact to voice your position to your Members of Congress is a critical first 

step.  It will take a large choir of voices to have an impact; please join NAGC in speaking out 

today!  
    

   
 

http://edworkforce.house.gov/
http://www.help.senate.gov/
http://www.house.gov/
http://www.senate.gov/
http://www.nagc.org/file/sample-letter-congress-jan-2015docx

