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Senate Committee Bill Includes Gifted Students 
   
The Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pensions (HELP) Committee approved a bipartisan bill to 
reauthorize the Elementary & Secondary Education Act (ESEA). The legislation contains provisions gifted 
education advocates have long been calling for. 
 
The Every Child Achieves Act was unanimously approved after a series of amendments were considered. 
Notably for gifted education supporters, Senator Barbara Mikulski’s (MD) amendment to restore the 
Javits Gifted Education Act to ESEA was approved by the Committee on a voice vote. As you know, the 
Javits program supports the National Center for Research on Gifted Education as well as demonstration 
research grants. In 2015, the Act will also support grants to states to support gifted education activities. 
 
Thanks to gifted education advocates, including the state leaders who walked Capitol Hill in March, 
several provisions from the TALENT Act were included in the draft bill prior to the Committee’s 
consideration. The supportive provisions include requiring states to explain how they will use their Title 
II professional development funds to improve the skills of teachers, principals, and other school leaders 
so that they are able to identify students with specific learning needs, including gifted students. Local 
education agencies are also required to use their Title II grants to address the learning needs of gifted 
and talented students.  
 
In addition, although the bill does not include federal accountability for student achievement, the bill 
includes some public accountability for advanced students – through reporting. The bill requires that 
state report cards include disaggregated student achievement data at each achievement level. The 
Secretary of Education’s report to Congress will also include the disaggregated data at each 
achievement level. This will allow advocates the opportunity to focus attention on disparities between 
groups of students who are performing at the advanced level on the state assessments. Finally, there 
are activities and reports related to gifted and talented students that are permitted, but not required, in 
the bill. Read NAGC’s news release on the bill.  
 
Although the Javits program has been in ESEA since 1988, the new Titles I and II provisions affecting 
gifted students are a direct result of advocates working tirelessly to raise awareness of the needs of 
gifted students – combined with the strong advocacy of Senator Mikulski in the Committee. 
Congratulations – and thanks go to all who have contacted their Members of Congress in support of 
increasing federal support for gifted learners. 
 

http://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/resources-university-professionals/jacob-javits-gifted-and-talented-students
http://www.nagc.org/get-involved/advocate-high-ability-learners/nagc-advocacy/federal-legislative-update/talent-act
http://www.nagc.org/about-nagc/media/press-releases/senate-esea-bill-contains-multiple-provisions-support-high-potential


There is a long way to go before this bill could be signed into law. The first step will be to go to the 
Senate floor for further debate, which could occur before Memorial Day. 

   

 


