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There is nothing like the feeling of getting ready to attend an NAGC Convention! I know that despite 

exhaustion, looming deadlines, and work to get caught up on at school, the smile on my face and the 

thoughts and excitement I feel will carry me when I return along during the slow introduction back to the 

daily classroom schedule.  

In many ways the NAGC Annual Convention in Baltimore will be like school.  

 

Pre-conference and general sessions, mini-keynotes, poster presentations, and daily “classes” for attendees 

from across the country will present a jam-packed schedule. Hands-on practice, lecture, group work, and 

independent learning will ensure that there is truly something for everyone. Participants will attend and 

organize “meetings, clubs, and activities” intended to create learning communities in support of NAGC’s 

ongoing projects and goals and in personal and professional growth.  

 

Inside the halls of the hotel and convention center, folks will converse, listen, offer ideas, receive advice, 

and participate in one-on-one meetings. Physical education occurs through the speed walking, escalator 

riding, button pushing, and the fun run. Lunch will be quick, and I am sure that some folks will take 

advantage of “nap time.” There will be afternoon snack and a book fair in the form of an exhibit hall. Friends 

will gather socially “after school," and new friendships will be made. Planned “assemblies” provide time to 

hear from our leaders about the current state of the field.  Awards are made to new and veteran educators 

recognized for their contributions and dedication to the field and to NAGC and its mission. With each 

http://www.eventscribe.com/2014/nagc/


passing day, participants are sure to fill their brains with new and exciting research-based practices and 

ideas.  

 

It’s time to “gear up” for Baltimore: 

 Be sure to access the digital version of the program book. Attendees receive their copy when they 
check in at registration in the Baltimore Convention center.  

 Also, don’t forget about NAGC’s convention app, available for most smart phones and tablets. 
 

When I think about the annual convention, I can’t help but feel that if we can instill even one percent of the 

enthusiasm we feel for learning new material from exceptional teacher leaders, half of our work will already 

be done. I know that when I return I will think a little differently of the students who wake up early, get 

dressed, pack the books, catch the bus or walk, take their seats, and prepare to learn. It is what happens 

next, when the class is quiet and the teacher begins to speak, that makes all the difference. Hope to see you 

in Baltimore! 

 

http://www.eventscribe.com/2014/nagc/assets/NAGC-Program-book-2014-LoRes.pdf
http://www.nagc.org/education-training/nagc-annual-convention-exhibition/nagc-2014-convention-app-now-available

