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Overheard in the Halls: A Peek Inside Parent Day 2014 

   

Parents are an integral and important part of the 2014 Annual Convention, and this year 

proved no different.  In addition to the parents who registered as full conference attendees, 

more than 100 parents from more than 10 states gathered on Saturday, November 15 for a 

daylong “conference within a conference experience” to learn, network, share, and connect.   

 

Here are five remarkable behind-the-scenes “goose bumps moments” heard and seen while 

out and about during NAGC’s 2014 Parent Day: 

 Conversations with the Experts. Several members of NAGC’s Parent Editorial Content 
and Advisory Board (PECAB), along with Maryland’s gifted leadership and NAGC’s Parent 
Board Representative, mingled with parents for a welcome breakfast and informal lunch 
discussions. Many parents who were new to gifted were matched with long-time gifted 
professionals based on the questions, concerns, or issues they were exploring. It was 
inspiring to watch the parents’ reactions when the wisdom shared by industry veterans 
resonated with them. The heartfelt appreciation from parent “newbies” was palpable.  

 Teachers Supporting Parents. Witnessing a teacher-parent team intentionally 
experience Parent Day together provided another “aha” moment. A local Baltimore-
area teacher, who attended the full three-day conference, invited the parents of three 
gifted children in her classroom to join her for the Saturday Parent Day event. It was 



heartwarming to see the parent-teacher team putting their heads together, planning 
their day, attending sessions, exploring possibilities, and forging a powerful partnership 
in developing ways to serve gifted children best.   

 Parents Supporting Teachers. Because their school couldn’t afford both the registration 
fee and the cost of hiring substitute teachers to send their teachers to the Annual 
Convention, one family devised a creative solution: split the cost!  The family 
approached the school and offered to cover registration fees for two teachers to attend 
the multi-day convention, if the school could cover the costs of the required substitute 
teacher. Another inspiring example of how parents and teachers creatively work 
together to support the needs of gifted children in the classroom.   

 “Gifted? What’s That?” The timing of the Baltimore convention couldn’t have been 
better for one family who were told just a few days prior that their son was gifted. 
These resourceful parents Googled “gifted,” saw the NAGC Annual Convention was in 
town, and signed up with only a day to spare to attend Parent Day. They appreciated 
the opportunity to start their gifted journey with the NAGC convention—offering them a 
one-stop-shop for jumping in full force on understanding how to serve their high-ability 
child.  

 ¡Conversamos en Espanol!  NAGC was pleased to have Miguel Guilarte, who covers the 
sports and education beats for El Tiempo Latino, a Washington Post publication, join the 
Parent Day contingent.  Also the parent of a gifted child, Miguel not only obtained 
valuable information for his family, but also was able to share news and resources on 
how to serve gifted learners with his El Tiempo Latino readers.  Take a look at these 
recently published articles for the Spanish-speaking audience, featuring NAGC and 
members Rosina Gallagher and Joan Franklin Smutny:  

o http://eltiempolatino.com/news/2014/nov/11/informan-sobre-opciones-para-
ninos-con-talento/ 

o http://eltiempolatino.com/news/2014/nov/20/un-libro-para-la-tutoria-y-el-
aprendizaje/ 

o http://eltiempolatino.com/news/2014/nov/20/prioriza-el-aprendizaje-del-
idioma-espanol/ 

 

In addition to the sessions held throughout the week, there were more than a dozen Parent 

Day breakout sessions targeted exclusively for parents on topics including advocacy, social-

emotional needs, twice-exceptionality, homeschooling, acceleration, among others, on 

November 15 alone. Toss in the exhibit hall, two keynote addresses, and an evening reception 

at the Maryland Science Center—and it’s clear the day tripper parents had an unforgettable 

NAGC experience.  
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