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Chairman Scott, Ranking Member Schrader and other members of the subcommittee, 
the National Pest Management Association (NPMA) appreciates the opportunity to 
submit testimony regarding the panel’s hearing to review the current research and 
application of management strategies to control pests and diseases of pollinators.  
 
Founded in 1933, NPMA is the only national trade group representing the interests of 
professional pest management companies.  NPMA’s 6,000 members manage countless 
residential pests such as ants, bed bugs, mosquitoes, rodents, stinging insects and 
termites in a myriad of residential, commercial and institutional settings.  

We are taught early on that bees are beneficial insects.  The value of insect pollination 
to U.S. agricultural production is estimated at $16 billion annually; about three-fourths of 
the value is attributable to honey bees.  In light of how significant bees are to the 
ecosystem and to maintaining a diverse and healthy food supply, NPMA is a member 
and financial supporter of the Pollinator Partnership, a group devoted to the promotion 
of the health of pollinators through conservation, education, and research 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) estimates of overwinter bee colony losses have 
averaged more than 30 percent annually in recent years. (Since many beekeepers have 
been able to replace lost hives, overall honey bee colony numbers are stable.) Science 
suggests multiple factors for the decline in bee health including; parasites, diet and 
nutrition, lack of genetic diversity, habitat loss, beekeeping management practices, 
weather, and viruses.  A 2013 joint USDA and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) report found the varroa mite as the “most detrimental pest of honeybees.” 
 



Some have unjustifiably singled out pesticides as the primary cause for the decline in 
bee health, focusing specifically on a class of pesticides known as neonicotinoids.  As 
part of its periodic review of every pesticide, EPA is presently reevaluating 
neonicotinoids to ensure they meet contemporary health and environmental 
standards.  While the process is expected to last until 2018, EPA can impose use 
restrictions sooner, if the data warrants such action.  In fact, last August, EPA amended 
language on neonicotinoid product labels to better safeguard bees from unintended 
exposure.  The Agency is expected to issue a proposal later this year extending that 
language to all pesticide labels. 

When used improperly, pesticides can indeed be harmful to bees.  Pest management 
professionals (PMPs), however, have met their states’ pesticide applicator licensing and 
certification requirements and are trained to apply pesticides according to label 
directions.  The byproduct of EPA’s evaluation of a pesticide’s potential environmental 
and health hazards, labels are an extension of federal and state pesticide law.  Of 
course, bees can also be pests, infesting homes and threatening human health in 
certain situations.  Consequently, PMPs are frequently contacted to manage such 
problems.  It is standard practice for many PMPs to reach out to bee keepers to collect 
and recolonize honey bees they are called upon to control.  In addition, an increasing 
number of PMPs are being bee keepers themselves, and they try to preserve the bees 
they encounter for their personal hives. Sometimes, however, treating bees with a 
pesticide is unavoidable.   
 
When used according to the label, there has been no demonstrated negative effect on 
bee health associated with use of neonicotinoid insecticides.  Moreover, the 
chairwoman of a major National Academy of Sciences study on the loss of pollinators 
recently said she was “extremely dubious” that banning neonicotinoids would have any 
positive effect. 
 
In closing, NPMA urges Members of Congress to withhold support from measures that 
unfairly blame pesticides for the decline in bee health, overlooking the widespread 
science that shows this is an extremely complex issue with multiple factors 
involved.  NPMA also urges Committee Members to join the Congressional Pollinator 
Protection Caucus (CP2C), a bipartisan group dedicated to protecting pollinators and 
their habitat. 
 
 


