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Chairman Middleton and Members of the Committee,

I submit testimony today as both a lifelong resident of the state of Maryland who 
presently lives in Ellicott City and the Vice President of Government Affairs for the 
National Pest Management Association (NPMA) endorsing and urging support for 
Senate Bill 792, which requires hotel and other lodging establishments to retain the 
services of pest management professionals to treat their bed bug infestations.  

Founded in 1933, NPMA is the only national trade group for professional pest 
management companies engaged in the control of pests such as ants, bed bugs, 
cockroaches, mosquitoes, problem animals and birds, spiders, stinging insects, stored 
product pests and termites in countless residential, commercial and institutional 
settings.  NPMA has 6,000 members, including 70 in Maryland.

It is in the interest of Maryland’s policy makers to ensure that the state’s hospitality and 
tourism industries remain vibrant, as they are a significant part of the state’s economy, 
contributing jobs and enhancing the state’s reputation.  Whether skiing or hiking in 
Western Maryland or enjoying the beaches of Ocean City, Maryland’s natural beauty 
has much offer prospective vacationers.  Unfortunately, even the best day at the beach, 
on the slopes, fishing in the Chesapeake Bay or at a convention in Annapolis, Baltimore 
or National Harbor is no match for the misery of staying in a hotel room infested with 
bed bugs and bringing the blood sucking hitch hikers back home.  

The best way for a hotel or other lodging establishment to effectively manage a bed bug 
infestation is to retain the services of a pest management professional.  Unlike some 
other pests, bed bugs are virtually impossible to remediate without the involvement of a 
professional.  SB 792 will limit future out of control bed bug infestations in Maryland 
hotels and other lodging establishments.  Most importantly, SB 792 is an important step 



in protecting Maryland’s hospitality and tourism industries from the stain of repeated bed 
bug infestations.

As for other state bed bug legislation, over the last year or so there has been a flurry of 
state and local bed bug legislative and regulatory activity, arguably the most since 
populations of the pest began to rebound early last decade. Most recently, in December, 
Wisconsin adopted a law covering all pest infestations in multifamily housing but driven 
by the bed bug resurgence. This action is on top of first in the nation canine scent 
detection team rulemaking adopted last summer by the Maryland Department of 
Agriculture and laws enacted in New Hampshire and Oregon as well as additional 
rulemaking adopted in Oregon. Moreover, during the last year, legislative bodies in San 
Francisco and Chicago adopted bed bug ordinances. 

Since bed bug populations began rebounding in the United States a dozen or so years 
ago, Arizona (2011), Hawaii (2006), Illinois (2010), Kansas (2007), Maine (2010, 2011), 
Maryland (2013), New Hampshire (2013), New York (2010, 2011), Oregon (2013), 
Virginia (2009) and Wisconsin (2013) have enacted bed bug legislation or regulations or 
broader legislation driven by the bed bug resurgence. (Florida also amended its 
longstanding bed bug specific law last year but the changes amounted to little more 
than wordsmithing.). Overall 22 states have some type of bed bug law or regulation in 
place.  The overwhelming majority of these measures are aimed at landlords or other 
property managers (i.e., hotels, migrant labor camps, group homes, summer camps, 
etc.). 

With regard to hotels and lodging establishments, Alabama, Arizona, California, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Nevada, Ohio, South Dakota, Texas and West Virginia all have laws or rules 
in place that are specific to bed bug infestations in lodging establishments or vacation 
homes.  Kansas’ requirement is similar to SB 792.  Below is a link to a compilation of 
state bed bug laws and rules, dated December 17, 2013.

http://multibriefs.com/briefs/npma/StateBedBugLaws.pdf 

In closing, I appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony on SB 792, applaud Senator 
Stone’s leadership on this issue and urge your support for the bill.  Please do not 
hesitate to contact me at gharrington@pestworld.org or (703) 887-1093 should you or 
your staff have any questions or wish to discuss this matter in further detail.
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