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May 1, 2014 
 
Michael O’Reardon, P.E.  
Regional Manager 
ICC Evaluation Service, LLC 
Birmingham Regional Office 
900 Montclair Road, Suite A 
Birmingham, AL 35213 
 

RE: ICC Evaluation Service 
Proposed Revision to the Acceptance Criteria for Termite Physical Barriers 
(AC380), Subject AC380 0414-R2 (MO/KR) 

 
Mr. O’Reardon and ICC Evaluation Committee: 
 
The National Pest Management Association (NPMA) – the only national trade group 
for professional pest management companies – appreciates the opportunity to 
provide comments to the ICC Evaluation Service’s Proposed Revision to the 
Acceptance Criteria for Termite Physical Barriers (AC380), Subject AC380 0414-R2 
(MO/KR). 
 
NPMA Founded in 1933, was created to raise the professionalism of the pest 
management industry. NPMA’s 7,000 member companies manage pests, such as 
termites and other wood destroying pests; stored product pests; rodents, including 
rats and mice; ants; cockroaches; bed bugs; mosquitoes; spiders; and stinging 
insects, in countless commercial, residential and intuitional settings.  In fact, we take 
pride in knowing we are the protectors of buildings from the “silent destroyers,” such 
as termites and other pests. 
 
Considerations Specific to the Professional Pest Management Industry:   
 
Subterranean termites are an extremely complex, and difficult to stop super 
organism, seriously threatening commercial and residential structures alike. In fact, 
even with today’s advanced control measures, termites continue to cause $5 billion 
worth of damage every year.   
 
We realize this creates a large financial incentive for companies and individuals to 
develop new and innovative termite control measures. We are excited for and 
support those that are continually innovating and developing new termite control 
methods.  However, as responsible stewards of our industry and our customers, we 
realize there is a need for validation and evaluation of new termite control measures, 
whether they are termiticides, or as in this case, non-pesticide devices like the 
proposed polyethylene composite barrier laminate membrane. 
 
To answer this need for testing, evaluation and installation protocols for innovative 
products, the Association of Structural Pest Control Regulatory Officials (ASPCRO), 
Responsible Industry for a Sound Environment (RISE) and NPMA have worked 
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together to convene an independent group of leading U.S. termite researchers, 
called the Termiticide Scientific Review Panel (TSRP). This group was founded 
because of the complex challenges and unique biological considerations that are 
encountered when designing and reviewing efficacy testing standards for termite 
control products. This independent scientific panel reviews testing methods for new 
technologies and makes recommendations to the product manufacturers and the 
Environmental Protection Agency about the most effective methods to test 
innovative products.   
 
We feel, because there is known evidence that termites can chew through plastic, 
and even in extreme cases PVC piping; and because this proposal focuses on a 
proprietary polyethylene composite barrier laminate membrane, the ICC Evaluation 
Service can benefit from consultation with the TSRP.  We believe the ICC Evaluation 
Services will serve a critical role in moving this proposal forward through the setting 
of standards for the polyethylene composite barrier laminate membrane as well as 
the other components of the system, but scientific review, taking into consideration 
the unique biology and behavior of termites, by the TSRP is critical.   
 
NPMA believes it is important to mention, this proposal should not only be 
considered for a proprietary polyethylene composite barrier laminate membrane.  
The standards should be set so that any membrane that meets the criteria is 
acceptable.  Otherwise, adding the current language in the proposal means the 
standard is only applicable to one product.  An Acceptance Criteria by the ICC 
Evaluation Service should not exclude others from the market by mentioning specific 
proprietary names, products or methods; it should only establish what criteria must 
be met.   
 
Conclusion: 
 
NPMA continues to support the ICC in its endeavors to improve our structures. We 
look forward to partnering with the ICC Evaluation Service to facilitate a meeting 
between the ICC Evaluation Service and the Termiticide Scientific Review Panel 
who can assist the ICC Evaluations services with reviewing the Acceptance Criteria 
for Termite Physical Barriers (AC380) through the TSRP.   
 
We look forward to working with you in the future on all termite related proposals. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us (Dr. Marcia Duke, mduke@pestworld.org;  
571-244-0386). 
 
Sincere regards,  

 
Marcia Trostle Duke, Ph.D. 
Director of Regulatory Affairs 
National Pest Management Association 
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