
ObamaCare — The Nation’s Highest 
and Lowest Number of Uninsureds !

When the Affordable Care Act was passed in 2010 
supporters — including President Barack Obama — 
promised it would lower the number of us without health 
insurance. According to statistics compiled by the financial 
social network WalletHub — and based on data from the 
Kaiser Family Foundation — it worked somewhat and the 
uninsured rate dropped nationwide by 3.5% from 17.72% 
to 14.22%. !
WalletHub’s report is called the 2014 Health Insurance Coverage Report. It shows 
which states did the best and what their uninsured rates were pre and post ObamaCare 
implementation for 43 states and the District of Columbia. Information was not available 
for Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Michigan, New Hampshire, North Dakota and 
Vermont.  !
The statistics also break down the uninsured rate for the states that expanded Medicaid 
and participated in the program and for states that did not. Participating states have an 
average uninsured rate of 10.22%. Non-participating states have a 15.87% rate. !
Blue — or primarily Democrat voting states — have fewer uninsured at 15.9% than the 
Red — mostly Republican voting states — with 28.52%. !
The PIA Western Alliance state of Oregon and West Virginia saw the greater decline in 
uninsured's at more than 10% each. Just one in 100 in Massachusetts are uninsured 
and that compares to the one in four in Texas that still don’t have health insurance.  !
Here are the top-10 most improved and the top-10 least improved starting with the most 
improved. Two PIA Western Alliance states — Oregon and Washington — are in the 
top-10 most improved. Three PIA Western Alliance states are among the least.  !
The Most Improved !
1. Massachusetts: The uninsured rate pre-ACA was 4.35%. The projected after the 

ACA implementation rate fell to 1.2%. That’s a 3.16% difference.  
2. Rhode Island: Before the ACA the rate was 14.34%. The projected uninsured rate is 

now 5.6%. That’s an 8.73% swing. 
3. The District of Columbia: The uninsured rate pre-ACA was 9.09%. The uninsured 

rate — as projected — post ACA is 6.29%. That is a 6.29% turnaround. However, 
Washington D.C. is the second to the last in new Medicaid enrollees per capita and 
is second only to Illinois. 

4. Hawaii: The uninsured rate before the ACA hit 9.11%. The rate projected after the 
implementation of the ACA is 6.35%. That’s a difference of 2.75%.  



5. The PIA Western Alliance state of Oregon: The uninsured rate before the ACA 
was 16.91%. After ObamaCare’s implementation the rate — projected — is 6.38%. 
That’s a 10.54% turnaround.  

6. West Virginia’s rate before the ACA is 17.34% and after is 6.59% and that’s a 
10.74% change. !

7. Minnesota 
8. Iowa !
9. The PIA Western Alliance state of Washington: Before the ACA the rate was 
16.01%. The uninsured rate — projected — after the implementation is 8.27%. That’s a 
7.73% change.  !
10. Kentucky !
The highest uninsured rate states. Three PIA Western Alliance states — New 
Mexico, Arizona and Alaska — are among the highest uninsured:   !
1. Texas: The uninsured rate before the ACA hit 26.8% and wasn’t much better at 

24.81% when it was implemented. That’s a 1.99% change.   
2. Mississippi: Pre-ACA the rate was 18.11% and after the rate rose to 21.46%. An 

increase of 3.34% 
3. Louisiana: 22.41% pre ObamaCare and 20.91% after. A 1.5% change. 
4. Florida: The uninsured rate before was 24.73% and after 19.61%. That’s 5.12% 

difference. !
5. The PIA Western Alliance state of New Mexico: The pre-ACA rate was 24.29%. 

After implementation the rate is 19.59% — projected. That’s a 4.69% change. 
6. The PIA Western  Alliance states of Nevada: Before the ACA’s implementation the 

rate was 26.52% and after — projected — the rate is 19.58%. That’s a 6.94% 
difference. 

7. The PIA Western Alliance state of Alaska: The uninsured rate before the start of 
ObamaCare was 20.48% and after it hit 18.96%. That’s a 1.52% change.  !

8. Oklahoma 
9. Wyoming 
10. Georgia !!!!!


