
PIA National Federal Legislative Summit !
The PIA National Annual Federal Legislative Summit has finished.  !
A couple of hundred PIA member independent insurance agents went to Capitol Hill to 
talk to members of Congress and their staffs about issues critical to the insurance 
industry and to their businesses. The PIA Western Alliance sent a delegation and they 
represented the states of Alaska, Arizona, California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Oregon and Washington.  !
What was a concern to insurance and to your business five-years ago has grown 
exponentially. The list of issues — including federal intervention into the industry — has 
also expanded and are more important to you today than they were five-years ago.  !
That’s why it is important that — even though you may not have attended — that you 
respond. At the end of this article we’ll show you how you can help.  !
Tim Russell who chairs the PIA National Government Affairs committee put the 
legislative summit in perspective from an association point of view. “PIA’s annual 
legislative summit is an important part of our year-round program of legislative 
advocacy. There is no better way to forge and maintain relationship with lawmakers than 
to do it up close and personal. It gives lawmakers the opportunity to meet with Main 
Street insurance agents from their districts who do business with real people, in the real 
world.” !
PIA National Director of Federal Affairs 
Jon Gentile said the list of issues begins 
with the continuing threat of federal 
encroachment into insurance regulation 
and — ultimately — to your business. 
“The past year has seen a renewed 
push to revive previous failed efforts 
aimed at bringing about the federal 
regulation of insurance. The recent 
report by the Federal Insurance Office 
attempts to obscure the fact that there is 
a clear choice between state insurance 
regulation and federal intrusion,” he said.  !
Gentile said the PIA wants to make sure 
Congress understands why states 
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regulate insurance. “Our members will be 
telling lawmakers in no uncertain terms that 
PIA supports our state-based system of 
insurance regulation and opposes attempts 
to advance federal regulation of insurance.” !
Here are the issues the PIA member agents 
shared with the members of Congress from 
their states and regions.  !

Insurance Regulation !
• PIA supports a modernized national 

system of state-based insurance regulation. 
• PIA opposes any effort to move the Federal Insurance Office outside of its 

congressional mandate, which makes it clear that it is not a regulator of the 
business of insurance. 

• PIA opposes preemption by a federal insurance regulator or federal preemption 
of state insurance oversight, whether optional or mandatory.  !

National Flood Insurance Program !
• PIA supports the continued implementation of Biggert-Waters along with a 

transition to risk-based rates that takes consumer affordability sufficiently into 
consideration. 

• PIA supports solutions to eliminate the program’s debt and put the program on 
the path of fiscal stability. 

• PIA opposes outright privatization of the National Flood Insurance Program while 
there is no, sustainable private market solution.  !

Producer Licensing !
• PIA supports efforts to achieve a modern, nationwide insurance producer 

licensing system utilizing model laws and regulations, such as the Producer 
Licensing Model Act (PLMA), and electronic facilitators, such as the National 
Insurance Producer Registry (NIPR). 

• PIA supports the National Association of Registered Agents and Brokers (NARAB 
II) narrowly targeted federal legislation, such as H.R. 1112 and S. 2342 in the last 
Congress, commonly known as NARAB II, which would facilitate reciprocity 
without creating a new federal insurance bureaucracy. 

• PIA supports the efforts of state organizations, such as the National Conference 
of Insurance Legislators (NCOIL) and the National Association of Insurance 
Commissioners (NAIC), to promote uniform state laws and regulations.  !!



Crop Insurance !
• PIA supports just compensation for independent insurance agents, the key sales 

force for the FCIP. 
• PIA supports a seat for agents at the table during the SRA negotiations. 
• PIA supports the continued role of agents in the delivery of the crop insurance 

program. 
• PIA supports comprehensive enforcement of anti-rebating and control of 

business schemes. 
Health care Reform !

• PIA supports the role of independent agents and brokers in health care reform.  
• PIA supports legislation to ensure the just compensation of insurance agents 

(H.R. 2328 / S. 650).  
• PIA opposes allowing healthcare navigators to sell, solicit, or negotiate insurance 

without a proper license. !
Terrorism Risk Insurance !

• PIA supports an extension of the Terrorism Risk Insurance Program 
Reauthorization Act. 

• PIA supports a Terrorism Risk Insurance Program (TRIP) that provides economic 
certainty and fills a private market void.  

• PIA supports a Terrorism Risk Insurance Program that allows for wide industry 
participation. !

Natural Disaster Planning !
• PIA supports a public-private collaborative effort in designing a catastrophe plan 

which involves participation by states and local governments and emphasizes 
mitigation. 

• PIA supports the ability of insurers to price policies according to risk.  
• PIA opposes natural disaster legislation that combines new proposals with 

existing programs designed for other forms of catastrophic events, such as flood 
or terrorism insurance. 

• PIA supports increasing  the availability and affordability of property insurance in 
catastrophe prone areas.  !

Tax & Regulatory Burdens on Small Business !
• PIA supports a clear and simple tax code to reduce administrative burdens and 

regulatory compliance costs. 
• PIA supports reducing individual and corporate income tax rates for small 

businesses. 
• PIA opposes tax provisions and regulations that impede small business growth.  



As mentioned earlier, though most of you did not 
attend the FLS, it is still possible — and very 
important — that you let your congressional 
delegation know how you feel about the issues just 
listed and others on your mind.  !
The U.S. Senate members of your state and the U.S. 
Representative representing your district do want to 
hear from you. That cannot be stressed enough. They 

are not insurance experts. You are. They rely upon your expertise to make decisions on 
the insurance issues before them.  !
Find out how to reach your congressional delegation on these links:  !
Senate contact information — http://www.senate.gov/general/contact_information/
senators_cfm.cfm !
House contact information — http://www.house.gov/representatives/find/  
 


