
The West is on Fire !
It seems sometimes like the whole world is on fire. For those living in Oregon, 
Washington, California, Montana, Idaho, New Mexico, Nevada and Arizona, the world is 
on fire and has been on fire for several years.  !
All of these states are experiencing wildfires in various forms. Some are small and 
easily controlled. Others are raging out of control. As this story is being written there are 
more than 30 of them burning in Oregon, Washington and California alone. What’s sad 
is all three states are now experiencing lots of lightning due to weather conditions and 
all three states — like the others listed — are bone dry due to drought.  !
How bad is it and how stretched are resources? In Oregon officials have decided to let a 
fire burning in Eastern Oregon that does not threaten homes or other critical structures, 
to go ahead and burn and have put no effort into stopping it.  !
In the last few weeks hundreds of homes have been destroyed by fire. That resulted in  
thousands of people in these states being forced from their homes. Beautiful and 
protected wilderness and highly popular tourist areas have been impacted. A recent fire 
in Oregon destroyed timber and homes in the gorgeous Columbia Gorge.  !
The aforementioned states and the federal government have spent millions of dollars 
battling those blazes. Resources are stretched to the max and we’re not even half way 
through the traditional fire season.  !



U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said the forest service 
is cutting back on fire prevention projects and funneling that 
money into fire fighting. He said $400 million to $500 million 
has been diverted.  !
“When we begin to run out of money we have to dip into the 
very programs that will reduce the risk of these fires over 
time,” Vilsack said.  !
The agriculture secretary is lobbying to have Congress add 
$615 million to fight fires for this fiscal year and next.  !
That may not be enough and there are those — including 
President Obama — who think wildfires need to be classified as a disaster much like 
hurricanes and tornadoes. That means a different funding approach and perhaps money 
now funneled from prevention to fire fighting can be left in prevention.  !
Many of your clients have been impacted by these fires.  !
The Property Casualty Insurers Association of America (PCI) asked Weekly Industry 
News to publish a link to a brochure for you to share with clients and consumers who 
have lost property in any of those fires. !
Here is the link to After the Wildfire — Home Insurance Recovery Guide: http://
www.pciaa.net/web/sitehome.nsf/lcpublic/176/$file/AfterTheFire_Generic_070313.pdf. 
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