
Update: Cover Oregon 1 — 
State Decides to Bag it !

Oregon’s Cover Oregon ObamaCare website is the 
only health insurance exchange inn the nation still 
not working. It turns out, the website never will 
work. In the future Oregonians needing health 
insurance — and not getting it from an employer — 

will be getting it from the federal government’s HealthCare.gov and not through the 
state’s exchange.  !
That’s the decision of the Cover Oregon board of directors. It was one of two the board 
was considering. The second option was to find another contractor and spend the 
money to fix the website. It really wasn’t much of an option. Oregon has already wasted 
$248 million federal dollars on the Cover Oregon website.  !
Board chair Liz Baxter said, “ don't know that anyone in the room is excited about going 
down this path. But I think it's the only option.”  !
Ironically, Oregon’s exchange was one of the first out of the starting gate and was a full 
year ahead of everyone else. It was to have bells and whistles that other exchanges did 
not have.  !
Alex Pettit — who is Oregon’s new information guru — said the federal option has the 
least number of risks. Medicaid recipients will have to go through the Oregon Health 
Authority to get their insurance. The price tag to the state for the integration from Cover 
Oregon to the health authority is $35 million. The federal government will pick up 90% of 
that cost.  !
Those buying insurance privately will go to HealthCare.gov.  !
Now the state will hurry to get the technology ready to integrate with the federal 
exchange by the November enrollment deadline. To get that done a systems integrator 
will need to be hired. Cover Oregon will not be doing that work or supervising it.  !
The big question — and one no one can answer — is what happens to the people not 
getting Medicaid assistance who signed up through Cover Oregon? There aren’t that 
many and they will likely have to redo things with the federal exchange in November.  !
Over 200,000 Oregonians managed to get registered through Cover Oregon though the 
state ended up doing them by hand.  !!
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