
This week the House of Delegates of the American Physical Therapy Association was scheduled to come 

together in Phoenix for the Annual Meeting.  As with so many events over the past several months, the 

decision was made to cancel the in person meeting and instead host the House of Delegates in a virtual 

format.  This required an incredible amount of preparation on the part of APTA staff, House Officers, 

APTA Board of Directors and each and every Delegate including our own South Carolina Delegation. 

Thank you to our South Carolina Delegation! 

Chief Delegate: Amber Gadow 

Delegates: Lisa Saladin, Janet Shelley, Adam Smith, Abbey Sullivan 

PTA Caucus Representative: Barney Keitt 

 

At the opening of the House of Delegates, APTA Board of Directors President Sharon Dunn address the 

Delegates.  During this address, President Dunn directly addressed the impact of COVID-19 on not only 

our country, but our profession and each and every one of us.  To quote President Dunn, 

 

To everyone who supports APTA through membership and engagement, thank you. You have contributed 

to what we have been able to deliver. 

 

But I am speaking now to everyone in our profession. To members and potential members. To PTs, PTAs, 

and students. To clinicians, researchers, and educators. To those whose sense of professional purpose 

has been sharpened by COVID-19 like steel on steel, and to those who have doubts about their future. 

Society needs us. 

It needs us to care for patients who have complications specific to COVID-19. It needs us to provide 

alternatives to surgery to keep people out of hospitals unnecessarily. It needs us to help people improve 

their strength and balance and prevent life-threatening falls. And it needs us to keep people active, 

because while fitness doesn't provide immunity, it certainly improves overall health and resilience. 

Serving society amid a contagious pandemic requires bravery and selflessness, yes, but also 

thoughtfulness. If clinical practice emerges from this crisis looking like it did going in, we will have missed 

an opportunity to grow and learn. 

As we approach our Centennial Celebration, let us remember the roots from which the Physical Therapy 

Profession grew.  At the 25th Anniversary, Mary McMillan shared her memories of the tumultuous early 

years of the Association, and shared a stanza of the poem Good Timber by Douglas Malloch: 

Good timber does not grow with ease: 

The stronger wind, the stronger trees; 

The further sky, the greater length; 

The more the storm, the more the strength.   



Following the recorded address, President Dunn took a few additional minutes to address the House of 

Delegates.  During this secondary address, she directly responded to the events of the past several days 

across the country in the wake of the tragic death of George Floyd.   

Fixing racism in America is an American problem. We cannot pretend to live our country's values while 

racism persists, and it is our duty as citizens to address the gap between what we say we stand for and 

what (and who) we will stand up for. [...] 

We also need to take a hard look at who we are as a country and what we tolerate or dismiss as 

someone else's problem to address. 

We should not be surprised about the national response and protests; what we should be surprised 

about is that this festering frustration had not spilled over long before now.  

The Physical Therapy community is well poised to create community.  As noted by President Dunn in her 

address: 

Our mission calls on us to build community. Our core values include Compassion and Caring and Social 

Responsibility. Our Code of Ethics calls on us to "advocate to reduce health disparities and health care 

inequities." 

There is no question about what we say we stand for. There is only the question of if we will stand up and 

put action behind our words. 

President Dunn concluded her address with the following sentiment: 

To the physical therapy community of 2020, we are months away from the start of our second century. 

As much as ever we are in need of bold, brave, trailblazing members of action to lead the way. 

We are in need of you and each other. 

The wind is strong, and the sky is high. But we — all of us — are made of good timber. 

The full text of President Dunn's address can be found at: 

http://www.apta.org/Blogs/PTTransforms/2020/6/1/Dunn/   

 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/LlcnC1wV0yhwYDwWuL4MqW?domain=apta.org

