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Speaker Joe Straus released the Texas House of Representative’s interim charges on January 31, 

2014. The complete document is attached, and we have highlighted some issues of interest to the 

Texas Association of Builders below. As expected, TAB will be very busy for the next 10 

months leading into the 84
th

 Legislative Session.   

 

The housing related charges include: 

 

House Committee on Business and Industry 

 

1. Study the voluntary nature of workers' compensation in Texas and how it meets the needs of 

employers and employees.     

 

2. Review existing lien laws in Texas.  Specifically: a. Examine laws concerning the 

enforcement of contract liens affecting real property. Identify improvements, if any, that will 

enhance the certainty of title following sale, enhance ability to ensure that sales are conducted by 

qualified trustees, prevent unnecessary litigation, facilitate loss mitigation between borrowers 

and sellers, and protect the interests of homeowners, lenders and trustees.  b. Study the 

imposition of mechanics' liens on automobiles and its impact on mechanics, car owners and 

purchasers, and lenders. c. Review ad valorem tax lien lending after the implementation of SB 

247 (83R) and the impact on homeowners, taxing authorities, mortgage lenders, and tax lien 

lenders. Review the procedures and powers of the Office of Consumer Credit Commissioner to 

ensure compliance with SB 247.   

 

3. Study the impact of SB 1024 (82R) on wage theft and law enforcement's and regulatory 

agencies' responses to wage theft claims.  Recommend changes if necessary.  

 

4. Examine the issue of misclassifying employees as independent contractors on workers, 

employers, income tax withholding, and the unemployment insurance system.  Review current 

statutory deterrents, including those required by HB 2015 (83R), and make recommendations for 

changes if necessary.   

House Committee on County Affairs  

1. Examine population growth in Texas counties and the impact the growth has had on housing, 

available land resources, businesses in Texas, as well as the impact of growth on the state's 

economy. Evaluate Texas's preparedness to respond to future growth and ensure economic 

stability.   
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House Committee on Defense and Veterans’ Affairs 

1. Review the effectiveness and responsibilities of the Texas Military Preparedness Commission 

(TMPC). Examine the resources available to the TMPC to ensure the council has the 

organizational structure in place to protect base installations in Texas during future Base 

Realignment and Closure (BRAC) rounds. Monitor the actions of the newly created BRAC task 

force, SB 1200 (83R), and review methodologies to enhance relationships between military 

installations and state and local government to positively impact decisions of BRAC, or similar 

proposals from the U.S. Department of Defense that could result in a reduced military presence 

in Texas.  Seek opportunities to enhance or expand current military missions in Texas and 

identify, when possible, new missions that would complement or support existing ones. 

House Committee on Energy Resources 

1. Study the impact of the expanding oil and gas exploration and production occurring across the 

state. Included in the study should be both the positive impacts of the exploration and production 

as well as the new challenges they are presenting. The study should encompass a review of the 

following issues: 

•           The effect on the state budget and the Economic Stabilization Fund; 

•           The overall impact on the state economy; 

•           The impact on property values and local taxes; 

•           The effect on roads; 

•           The impact on local school districts; 

•           The complex relationship between land owners, royalty owners, and operators; 

•           The impact on the environment, including emissions and injection wells; 

•           Projected water needs and how those fit with our state water plan; and 

•           The housing issues created by the number of workers needed in areas of shale plays. 

House Committee on Government Efficiency and Reform 

1. Examine current restrictions on state and local governmental entities relating to the 

construction of critical infrastructure, including transportation and water projects, and make 

recommendations for expediting and creating more cost-effective and efficient methods for the 

construction of such projects. 
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House Committee on Insurance 

3. Monitor the status of the Texas Windstorm Insurance Association (TWIA).  Consider options 

to enhance TWIA's ability to serve its statutory purpose and to fairly and equitably serve its 

policyholders. Include an evaluation of TWIA's operations, improved incentives for coverage by 

the private market, and effective use of reinsurance, bonds, and other financial devices.   

4. Examine opportunities to improve the resiliency of the Texas coast to withstand tropical 

storms.  Study strategies to incentivize and encourage hazard mitigation, and consider the current 

state of building codes and how they might more effectively protect property and reduce losses.  

Examine the proper role of insurance in protecting the Texas coast.  Coordinate as necessary 

with the joint interim committee created by HB 3459 (83R).  (Joint charge with the House 

Committee on Land and Resource Management) 

House Committee on Investments and Financial Services 

1. Review Texas home equity laws.  Study and make recommendations for ensuring Texas 

consumers have appropriate access to the equity in their homes and adequate protections. 

House Committee on Land and Resource Management 

1. Examine population growth in Texas cities and the impact the growth has had on housing, 

available land resources, city centers, businesses, and the state's economy.  Evaluate Texas's 

preparedness to respond to future growth and ensure economic stability.  (Joint charge with the 

House Committee on Urban Affairs)  

2. Study the effectiveness of the implementation of HB 3459 (83R) and examine the feasibility 

and desirability of creating and maintaining a coastal barrier system.   

3. Study current regulatory authority available to municipalities in their extraterritorial 

jurisdiction.  Examine how citizens are involved in the zoning process, and make necessary 

recommendations to ensure a proper balance between development activities, municipal 

regulations, and the effect zoning decisions have on Texas citizens.  

 4. Examine opportunities to improve the resiliency of the Texas coast to withstand tropical 

storms.  Study strategies to incentivize and encourage hazard mitigation, and consider the current 

state of building codes and how they might more effectively protect property and reduce losses.  

Examine the proper role of insurance in protecting the Texas coast.  Coordinate as necessary 

with the joint interim committee created by HB 3459 (83R).  (Joint charge with the House 

Committee on Insurance) 

House Committee on Licensing and Administrative Procedures 

2. Study appropriate methods to expand the right of individuals to challenge occupational 

licensing rules and regulations, and identify occupational licenses that may not be necessary for 

public safety or health.    
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House Committee on Natural Resources 

1. Monitor the implementation of HB 4 (83R) and SJR 1 (83R) and the progress of the Texas 

Water Development Board and other entities in implementing this legislation to provide a stable, 

long-term funding source for the State Water Plan.     

2. Evaluate the availability, management, and development of groundwater in the state.  

Consider the economic, environmental, and social impacts of groundwater usage and production 

in the agricultural, municipal, and energy sectors.  In particular, examine methods to facilitate 

further development of brackish groundwater resources and to improve the consistency and 

certainty of permitting by groundwater districts without undercutting reasonable regional and 

local regulation of groundwater.     

3. Explore opportunities to encourage voluntary protection and stewardship of privately owned 

lands in support of the state’s water supply and to protect environmental flow needs in Texas 

rivers.  Examine methods in which state agencies, water rights holders, and non-governmental 

organizations can work together through programs like the Texas Farm and Ranch Lands 

Conservation Program and the Texas Water Trust.   

4. Examine strategies to enhance the use of aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) projects, 

including a review of existing ASR facilities in Texas and elsewhere.   

House Committee on Public Education   

1. Monitor the implementation of HB 5 (83R) and report on recommendations for improvement.  

Work with the Texas Education Agency, the State Board of Education, and public and higher 

education stakeholders to ensure the creation of additional rigorous mathematics and science 

courses needed to address the current and projected needs of the state's workforce.    

House Committee on Special Purpose Districts   

1. Conduct a comprehensive review of existing special purpose districts in the state.  Study how 

special districts interact with other local governments and local taxpayers during and after their 

creation.  Examine circumstances under which special districts are accountable to local taxpayers 

and make recommendations on ways to increase spending transparency among districts. 

House Committee on State Affairs 

1. Study the methods state agencies use for planning for investment in future infrastructure.  

Specifically, review how agencies determine what investments in infrastructure will be necessary 

to meet the state's demands and facilitate continued economic expansion.  Review how agencies 

determine the costs and benefits associated with future infrastructure investment to ensure that 

the citizens of the state are receiving the best value and what other factors agencies use to make 

investment decisions. 

 



5 

 

3. Study the different financial assurance options used by state agencies to ensure compliance 

with environmental clean-up or remediation costs. Determine whether the methods utilized by 

state agencies are appropriate to ensure sufficient funds will be available when called upon. 

 

House Committee on Transportation 

1. Monitor the usage of state funds by the Texas Department of Transportation for improving 

road quality in areas impacted by Energy Sector activities.    

5. Review the state of our current transportation infrastructure outside of the five most populous 

areas.  Explore future needs of our infrastructure and make recommendations to ensure long-

range sufficiency. 

7. Examine county authority to utilize tax increment financing and transportation reinvestment 

zones to fund transportation projects. 

House Committee on Urban Affairs  

1. Examine population growth in Texas cities and the impact the growth has had on housing, 

available land resources, city centers, businesses, and the state's economy. Evaluate Texas's 

preparedness to respond to future growth and ensure economic stability. (Joint charge with the 

House Committee on Land and Resource Management)  

House Committee on Ways and Means 

1. Monitor the implementation of recent amendments to the property tax. Examine whether the 

frequency of reappraisals strikes the proper balance between stability and predictability in values 

for taxpayers and taxation at market value.   

2. Monitor the implementation of recent amendments to the franchise tax.   

3. Study methods used to evaluate the impact of taxes on individuals and businesses.   

4. Review the current process for resolving contested cases involving state taxes and fees.  

Examine the need for the creation of an alternative, independent review process to hear and 

decide such cases. 

 


